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Happy Holidays 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

House Tuesday rejected 
legislation to extend a pay¬ 
roll tax cut and jobless ben¬ 
efits for two months, draw¬ 
ing a swift rebuke from 
President Barack Obama 
that Republicans were 
threatening higher taxes 
an 160 millian American 
workers on Jan. 1. 

Obama said the twa- 
manth campromise is the 
aniy way ta stap payrall 
taxes from going up by two 
percentage points. 

“Now let's be clear,” 

Obama said in a surprise 
appearance in the White 
House briefing room after 
the Hause vote. “The bipar¬ 
tisan compramise that was 
reached on Saturday is the 
anIy viable way to prevent 
a tax hike on January 1st. 

The only one.” 

Obama said failure to pass 
the Senate version of the 
payroll tax cut extension 
could endanger the U.S. 
economic recovery, which 
he described as “fragile 
but moving in the right di¬ 
rection.” 

Obama is gearing up to run 
for a second term in next 
November's elections and 
there have been sugges¬ 
tions he will borrow a tactic 
from a past president and 
charge that a do-thing 
Congress is responsible for 
the country's ills. 

House Republicans control¬ 
ling the chamber instead 
at a twa-manth extension 
want immediate negatia- 
tions with the Senate on a 
year-long plan. But the 
Senate's tap Democrat on 
Tuesday again ruled out 
talks until the House passes 
the stopgap measure. 

“President Obama needs 
to call on Senate Demo¬ 
crats to go back into ses¬ 
sion ... and resolve this bill 
as soon as passible," said 
the Republican leader of 
the House, Speaker Jahn 

Boehner^ I need the presi- president Barack Obama gestures as he speaks during the news briefing at the White House, Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011, in Washington, 
dent to help out. Ip q surprise appearance in the White House briefing room on Tuesday, the president said a “faction” of Repubiicans in the House is 

- refusing to vote on a Senate bill that would extend a payroll tax cut for two months. 



Continued on Page 4 


(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 
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Chicago fake-bomb suspect to plead guilty in deal 


MICHAEL TARM 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Attorneys 
told a tederol judge Tues¬ 
day that a Lebanese immi¬ 
grant accused of placing 
a backpack he thought 
held a bomb near Chica¬ 
go's Wrigley Field will plead 
guilty under an agreement 
worked out with prosecu¬ 
tors — a deal experts say 
may reflect the enormous 
odds the 23-year-old would 
face at trial. 

Sami Samir Hassoun had 
pleaded not guilty to 
charges that he received 
a fake bomb he believed 
was real from undercover 
FBI agents last year and 
then dropped it into a trash 
bin on a busy street near 
the home of the Chicago 
Cubs. 

At a hearing in Chicago, 
U.S. District Judge Rob- 



A photo near Wrigley Stadium. Attorneys told a federal judge 
Tuesday that a Lebanese Immigrant accused of placing a back¬ 
pack he thought heid a bomb near Chicago’s Wrigley Field will 
plead guilty under an agreement worked out with prosecutors — 
a deal experts say may reflect the enormous odds the 23-year- 
old would face at trial. 


ert Gettleman set a date 
of Feb. 14 for Flassoun to 
change his plea. But neither 
side offered details about 
exactly what charges he 
would plead guilty to, and 
government and defense 
attorneys declined to com¬ 
ment after the hearing. 
Flassoun has a strong incen¬ 
tive to reduce his poten¬ 
tial prison time via a plea 
deal. A conviction on just 
one of the charges against 
him — attempting to use a 
weapon of mass destruc¬ 
tion — carries a maximum 
life prison term. 

Legal expert Karen Green¬ 
berg says suspects in terror¬ 
ism cases have one over¬ 
whelming incentive to cut 
a plea agreement and to 
avoid taking the case to a 
jury: They almost never win 
at trial. 

“And there's a very realis¬ 


tic chance of a very high 
sentence after trial. You 
just can't play around,” 
said Greenberg, a director 
of the Center on National 
Security at Fordham Law 
School in New York. 
According to her cen¬ 
ter, out of 42 defendants 
charged with using or at¬ 
tempting to use a weapon 
of mass destruction since 
the Sept. 11 attacks, there 
has been just one acquit¬ 
tal; 15 defendants have 
been convicted, five had 
the charge dropped and 
21 of the cases are still 
pending. 

Another expert says federal 
authorities also like to avoid 
a trial when possible, in part 
from fear that revelations in 
court could inspire copy¬ 
cats or inadvertently aid 
would-be terrorists honing 
their own plots.Q 


MLK parade bomber sentenced to 32 years in prison 



Bombing Kevin William Harpham, who has pleaded guilty in con¬ 
nection with a plan to detonate a bomb at a Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day parade in Spokane, Wash., on Jan. 17, 2011. Harpham’s 
attorney asked a judge to withdraw his client’s guilty plea just 
before he was scheduled to be sentenced Tuesday, Dec. 20, 
2011 . 

(AP Photo/Spokane County Sheriff, File) 


NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS 
Associated Press 
SPOKANE, Washington (AP) 

— An Army veteran with 
extensive ties to white su¬ 
premacists was sentenced 
to 32 years in prison Tues¬ 
day for planting a poi¬ 
son-laced bomb along a 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
parade route in what he 
said was meant to be an 
attack against the cultural 
diversity celebrated by the 
event. 

Kevin Flarpham tried un¬ 
successfully to withdraw 
his earlier guilty plea just 
before receiving the maxi¬ 
mum punishment from U.S. 
District Court Judge Justin 
Quackenbush, who said 
the previously law-abiding 
Flarpham seemed to be 
influenced by a “shrill and 
caustic and vitriolic” cul¬ 
ture fueled by talk media. 
Flarpham told the judge: 
“I am not guilty of the acts 
that I am accused of and 
that I plead guilty to.” Fie 
said he only agreed to the 
deal in September to avoid 
a possible life sentence. 

The statement prompted 
Quackenbush to impose 
the higher end of the possi¬ 
ble prison sentence, which 
was negotiated in the plea 
bargain as between 27 


and 32 years. 

“I am distressed that you 
appear not the least bit 
apologetic,” Quacken¬ 
bush said. 

Flarpham blamed the 
judge for not giving his de¬ 
fense team enough time. 
The 37-year-old said he did 
not intend to injure people 


with the bomb he placed 
in downtown Spokane prior 
to the January parade. 
Rather, 

he intended for the shrap¬ 
nel to hit the side of a build¬ 
ing as a show of protest 
against the multiculturalism 
celebrated by the parade, 
he said. 


“I was making a statement 
that there are people out 
there who don’t agree with 
these ideas,” Flarpham 
said. 

Fie likened himself to a 
Christian protesting gay 
marriage, “but a bit more 
dangerous or extreme.” 

The judge said he was per¬ 
plexed because Flarpham 
was honorably discharged 
from the Army and had no 
criminal record. 

“That is contrary to what 
this community and this 
country is about,” Quack¬ 
enbush said. 

Just before he was sched¬ 
uled to be sentenced, 
Flarpham’s lawyer tried un¬ 
successfully to withdraw his 
guilty plea by noting that a 
newly hired defense expert 
questioned whether the 
explosive device in ques¬ 
tion met the legal definition 
of a bomb. 

Flarpham said he intended 
to seek an appeal, which 
he has 14 days to file. 
Federal prosecutors said it 
was important that a long 
sentence be imposed in 
the case. 

“Acts of hate like this one 
have no place in our coun¬ 
try in 2011,” said Thomas 
Perez, assistant attorney 
general for the civil rights 


division in Washington, D.C. 
Federal officials have said 
Flarpham acted alone. 

The pipe bomb was load¬ 
ed with lead fishing weights 
coated in rat poison, which 
can inhibit blood clotting 
in wounds, officials have 
said. The bomb was discov¬ 
ered and disabled before it 
could explode. 

The parade on Jan. 17 
drew a crowd of about 
2,000 on a cold winter 
morning. It was forced 
onto an alternative route 
after the bomb was found. 
Flarpham walked in the pa¬ 
rade and took pictures of 
young black children and 
of a Jewish man who was 
wearing a yarmulke, pros¬ 
ecutors have said. 
Prosecutors said Flarpham 
acted alone. 

Fie was arrested March 9 at 
his rural home near Addy, 
Wash. 

The plea deal charged 
Flarpham with attempted 
use of a weapon of mass 
destruction, and the hate 
crime of placing the bomb 
in an effort to target minori¬ 
ties. Prosecutors dropped 
charges of using a firearm 
in relation to a crime of vi¬ 
olence and unauthorized 
possession of an unregis¬ 
tered explosive device.Q 
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Son of late North Korean leader leads mourning 



In this image made from AP video, Kim Jong Un, centre. North Korean leader Kim Jong li's 
youngest known son and successor, bows as he visits the body of the senior Kim in a me- 
moriai palace in Pyongyang, North Korea, Tuesday, Dec. 20,2011. Indicating the ieader- 
ship transition in the world's only communist dynasty is on track, Kim Jong Un visited the 
body with top military and Workers' Party officials and held what state media called a 
“solemn ceremony” in the capitai, Pyongyang, as the country mourned. 

(AP Photo) 


PYONGYANG, North Ko¬ 
rea (AP) — North Korea’s 
anointed heir Kim Jong 
Un led a solemn proces¬ 
sion of mourners Tuesday 
to the glass coffin of his 
father and longtime ruler 

— a strong indication that 
a smooth leadership transi¬ 
tion was under way in the 
country known for secrecy 
and unpredictability. 
Weeping members of 
North Korea's elite filed 
past the body of Kim Jong 
II, which was draped in red 
cloth and surrounded by 
stony-faced honor guards 
and dozens of red and 
white flowers. 

State media fed a budding 
personality cult around his 
youngest known son, hail¬ 
ing him as a “lighthouse of 
hope” as the country was 
awash in a “sea of tears 
and grief.” 

In a dreamlike scene cap¬ 
tured by Associated Press 
Television News, Kim’s cof¬ 
fin appeared to float on a 
raft of “kimjongilia” — the 
flowers named after him 

— with his head and shoul¬ 
ders bathed in a spotlight 
as solemn music played. 
Various medals and honors 
were displayed at his feet. 
The bier was located in a 
hall of the Kumsusan Me¬ 
morial Palace, a mausole¬ 
um where the embalmed 
body of Kim Jong H’s father 
and North Korean founder 
Kim II Sung has been on 
view in a glass sarcopha¬ 
gus since his death in 1994. 
Kim Jong H’s son and heir, 
Kim Jong Un, who is be¬ 
lieved to be 27, wore a 


black Mao-style suit, his 
hair cropped closely on the 
sides but longer on top, as 
he walked with much older 
officials in suits and military 
uniforms. 

Stepping away from the 
group, Kim Jong Un bowed 
deeply, his expression seri¬ 
ous, before circling the bier 
with other officials. 

The announcement Mon¬ 
day of Kim’s death over 
the weekend raised acute 
worries in the region over 
the possibility of a power 
struggle between the un¬ 
tested son and rivals in an 
impoverished and reclusive 
country with a nuclear pro¬ 
gram. 

But there have been no 
signs of unrest or discord in 
Pyongyang. 

With the country in an 


11 -day period of official 
mourning, flags were at 
half-staff at all military units, 
factories, businesses, farms 
and public buildings. The 
streets of Pyongyang were 
quiet, but throngs gathered 
at landmarks honoring Kim. 
Outside one of the capital’s 
main performance centers, 
mourners carried wreaths 
and flowers toward a por¬ 
trait of Kim Jong II. Groups 
were allowed to grieve in 
front of the portrait for a 
few minutes at a time. 

“We will change today’s 
sorrow into strength and 
courage and work harder 
for a powerful and prosper¬ 
ous nation, as our general 
wanted, under the lead¬ 
ership of the new general, 
Kim Jong Un,” Pyongyang 
resident U Son Hui told The 


Associated Press. 

Kim Jong II died of a heart 
attack on Saturday caused 
by overwork and stress, ac¬ 
cording to North Korean 
media. He was 69 — al¬ 
though some experts ques¬ 
tion the official accounts of 
the date and place of his 
birth. 

A state funeral is set for Dec. 
28 in Pyongyang, to be fol¬ 
lowed by a national me¬ 
morial service the next day, 
according to state media. 
North Korean officials say 
they will not invite foreign 
delegations and will allow 
no entertainment during 
the mourning period. 

Since Kim’s death, the me¬ 
dia stepped up their lavish 
praise of the son, indicat¬ 
ing an effort to strengthen 
a cult of personality around 


him similar to that of his 
father and — much more 
strongly — of his grandfa¬ 
ther, Kim II Sung. 

The Korean Central News 
Agency on Tuesday de¬ 
scribed Kim Jong Un as 
“a great person born of 
heaven,” a propaganda 
term previously used only 
for his father and grandfa¬ 
ther. The Rodong Sinmun, 
the newspaper of the ruling 
Workers’ Party, added in an 
editorial that Kim Jong Un is 
“the spiritual pillar and the 
lighthouse of hope” for the 
military and the people. 

It described the young Kim 
as “born of Mount Paektu,” 
one of Korea’s most cher¬ 
ished sites and Kim Jong H’s 
official birthplace. 

On Monday, the North 
said in a dispatch that the 
people and the military 
“have pledged to uphold 
the leadership of comrade 
Kim Jong Un” and called 
him a “great successor” of 
the country’s revolutionary 
philosophy of juche, or self- 
reliance. 

Young Koreans, the North 
reported, “are burning with 
the faith and will to remain 
loyal to Kim Jong Un.” 
Concerns remain, howev¬ 
er, over the transition. 

South Korea put its military 
on high alert and experts 
warned that the next few 
days could be a crucial 
turning point for the North, 
which though impover¬ 
ished by economic mis¬ 
management and repeat¬ 
ed famine, has a relatively 
well-supported, 1.2 million- 
member armed forces. □ 
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House Republicans reject 2-month payroll tax cut 



Continued from front 


If Congress does not break 
the stalemate and pass a 
bill by the end of the year, 
payroll taxes will go up by 
almost $20 a week for a 
worker making a $50,000 
salary. Almost 2 million 
people could lose unem¬ 
ployment benefits as well, 
and doctors would bear 
big cuts in Medicare pay¬ 
ments. 

The House vote, 229-193, 
kicks the measure bock to 
the Senate, where the bi¬ 
partisan two-month mea¬ 
sure passed on Saturday 
by a sweeping 89-10 vote. 
The Senate then promptly 
left Washington for the holi¬ 
days. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, a Democrat, 
says he will not allow bar¬ 
gaining until the House ap¬ 
proves the Senate’s short¬ 
term measure. 

“I hove been trying to ne¬ 
gotiate a yearlong exten¬ 
sion with Republicans for 
weeks, and I am happy to 
continue doing so as soon 
as the House of Represen¬ 
tatives passes the biparti¬ 
san compromise to protect 
middle-class families, but 
not before then,” Reid said. 
The House vote cops a par¬ 
tisan debate on Obama’s 
jobs agenda, which has 
featured numerous cam¬ 
paign-style appearances 
but little real bipartisan ne¬ 
gotiation, other than Sen¬ 
ate talks last week that 
produced the two-month 
extension. 

The Senate’s short-term, 
lowest-common-denomi- 
notor approach would re¬ 
new a 2 percentage point 


cut in a payroll tax, plus 
jobless benefits averaging 
about $300 a week for the 
long-term unemployed. 
The two-month, $33 billion 
cost would be financed by 
a 0.10 percentage point 
hike in home loan guar¬ 
antee fees charged by 
government-backed mort¬ 
gage giants Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, which 
the administration says 
would raise the month¬ 
ly payment on a typical 
$210,000 loan by about $15 
a month. 


JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
JOINT BASE ANDREWS, 
Maryland (AP) — Blending 
solemn tradition with joy¬ 
ous reunion, the top com¬ 
mander of U.S. forces in 
Iraq returned home to U.S. 
soil Tuesday, greeted by his 
wife and his president in an 
understated ceremony to 
mark the end of the nine- 
year conflict. 

President Barack Obama 
met Gen. Lloyd Austin and 
his top command staff with 
a smart salute at this military 
post in suburban Washing¬ 
ton. Austin made his home¬ 
coming with his staff bear¬ 
ing the U.S. Forces-lraq flog, 
the symbolic conclusion to 
the war. 

Obama was accompa¬ 
nied by Vice President Joe 
Biden. Though neither of¬ 
fered formal remarks, both 
greeted the troops and 
their families. 

Those families, however, 
hod to await the ritual re¬ 
turn of the flag before em¬ 
bracing their loved ones. 


The House passed a sepa¬ 
rate plan lost week that 
would have extended the 
payroll tax cut for one year. 


Under Army custom the 
flag will be retired and ei¬ 
ther stored or displayed. 
“Today we bring home the 
colors to United States soil, 
at the some time we em¬ 
brace many of our own 
bock into the fold just in 
time for the holidays,” Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, the chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told the returning 
men and women. “Wel¬ 
come home.” 

The last U.S. troops with¬ 
drew from Iraq on Sunday. 
In a visible reminder of the 
conflict, Dempsey, Austin 
and the troops who ac¬ 
companied him wore their 
combat uniforms. 

With Obama, on early op¬ 
ponent of the war, sitting 
nearby, Austin praised the 
war’s outcome. 

“What our troops achieved 
in Iraq over the course of 
nearly nine years is truly 
remarkable,” he said. “To¬ 
gether with our coalition 
partners and core of dedi¬ 
cated civilians, they re¬ 
moved a brutal dictator 


But that version also con¬ 
tained spending cuts op¬ 
posed by Democrats and 
tighter rules for jobless ben- 


and gave the Iraqi people 
their freedom.” 

Later, at the White House, 
Obama referred to the 
ceremony while calling for 
House Republicans to ac¬ 
cept a Senate bipartisan 
compromise to extend 
a payroll tax cut for two 
months. 

“These Americans and all 


efits. 

Both the House and Senate 
bills included a provision 
designed to force Obama 
to make a decision on con¬ 
struction of the controver¬ 
sial Keystone XL pipeline, 
which would deliver up to 
700,000 barrels of oil daily 
from tar sands in Alberta, 
Canada, to refineries in 
Texas. 

The provision requires him 
to issue the needed per¬ 
mit unless he declares the 
pipeline would not serve 
the national interest. □ 


(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 

Americans who served are 
the embodiment of cour¬ 
age, and selflessness and 
patriotism,” Obama said 
during a surprise appear¬ 
ance in the White House 
briefing room. “They work 
os a team and they do 
their job. And they do it 
for something bigger than 
themselves. "□ 


Obama, Biden welcome home US commander in Iraq 



President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden iook at 
each other os they participate in a ceremony at Andrews Air 
Force Base, Md., Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011, marking the return of 
the United States Forces-lraq Colors and the end of the war in 
Iraq. 
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Looking for ways to streamline airport security screenings 



Passengers walk through a security screening device from a scene in the 1990 film “Total 
Recall” in an undated handout photo. Many of the technologies needed for a reliable 
walk-through security checkpoint are still laboratory prototypes, while others, like full- 
body scanners, biometric identification and various liquid and conventional explosives 
detection systems, are already in use or being tested in airports. 

(TriStar Pictures via The New York Times) 


NICOLA CLARK 
JAD MOUAWAD 
© 2011 New York Times 

Travelers in the midst ot 
another holiday season ot 
shuffling shoeless through 
seemingly interminable air¬ 
port security lines may find it 
difficult to imagine o future 
where screenings ore not 
only speedy but thorough. 
But Kenneth Dunlap, direc¬ 
tor of security at the Inter¬ 
national Air Transport Asso¬ 
ciation, a global airline lob¬ 
bying group, suggested just 
such a situation, seemingly 
straight out of the 1990 Ar¬ 
nold Schwarzenegger film 
“Total Recall.” In it, travelers 
would stop only briefly to 
identify themselves before 
entering a tunnel where 
machines would screen 
them for metals, explosives 
and other banned items as 
they walked through. 

Such a vision may remain 
just that, a relic from a 
20-year-old movie. But with 
global air traffic approach¬ 
ing 2.8 billion passengers a 
year and growing steadi¬ 
ly at about 5 percent a 
year, industry executives 
and security experts say 
a fundamental rethinking 
of today’s security check¬ 
points is inevitable. What 
is less clear, however, is 
when - and to what de¬ 
gree - technology, regu¬ 
lation and public accep¬ 


tance may come together 
to create nuisance-free 
security screening world¬ 
wide. Moreover, critics of 
the current system, includ¬ 
ing aviation security con¬ 
sultants, airport executives 
and passenger advocacy 
groups, say the innovations 
may not be any more likely 
to thwart a determined ter¬ 
rorist than today's systems. 
As to the air industry group’s 
idea, “it is a concept that 
has been growing in popu¬ 
larity,” said Norman Shanks, 
an aviation security and 
airport management con¬ 
sultant near London. “Tech¬ 
nically, it is feasible. But 
practically, it’s fraught with 
problems.” There is little dis¬ 
agreement over the need 
for vigilance at airports. But 
after the British authorities 
uncovered a plot in 2006 
to bomb passenger planes 
bound for the United States 
using liquid explosives and 
an attempt in 2009 by a 
Nigerian man to ignite a 
bomb hidden in his under¬ 
wear, new security mea¬ 
sures have proliferated, 
stretching checkpoint wait 
times. According to the air¬ 
line group, airport check¬ 
points globally cleared an 
average of just 149 people 
an hour in 2011, down from 
220 people on hour five 
years ago. At peak trav¬ 
el periods like Christmas, 


the number of passengers 
cleared has slowed to os 
few as 60 an hour at cer¬ 
tain airports. Many of the 
technologies that would 
be needed to drive a reli¬ 
able walk-through security 
checkpoint are still labo¬ 
ratory prototypes. Others, 
like full-body scanners, bio¬ 
metric identification and 
various liquid and conven¬ 
tional explosives detection 
systems and even infrared 
lie detectors, are already 


in use or being tested in 
airports. But public con¬ 
cerns about privacy and 
the potential health effects 
of repeated exposure to 
X-rays, for instance, have 
led many governments to 
tread carefully. “With any 
new technology, you get 
a certain amount of ‘What 
is this about?”’ Janet Na- 
politono, the Homeland 
Security secretary, said in 
an interview. She said that 
the 500 or so body scan¬ 


ners in place at more than 
100 airports in the United 
States had recently been 
equipped with software 
that generated a generic 
outline of passengers to 
protect their privacy. And 
while she played down the 
potential health risks linked 
to certain types of body 
scanners that use X-ray 
technologies, she acknowl¬ 
edged that “there is always 
a certain reticence when 
radiation is involved. ”□ 
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Details of lab-made bird flu won't be revealed 



The U.S. government paid scientists worldwide to figure 
out how the deadly bird flu virus might mutate to become 
a bigger threat to people, and two labs succeeded in cre¬ 
ating new strains that spread easier. 


LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. government paid sci¬ 
entists to figure out how 
the deadly bird flu virus 
might mutate to become 
a bigger threat to people, 
and two labs succeeded 
in creating new strains that 
spread easier. 

On Tuesday, federal of¬ 
ficials took the unprec¬ 
edented step of asking 
those scientists not to pub¬ 
licize all the details of how 
they did it. 

The worry: That this research 
with lots of potential to 
help the public might also 
be hijacked by would-be 
bioterrorists. The labs found 
that it appears easier than 
scientists had thought for 
the so-called H5N1 bird flu 
to evolve in a way that lets 
it spread easily among at 
least some mammals. 

“It wasn’t an easy deci¬ 
sion," said Dr. Anthony Fau¬ 
ci, infectious diseases chief 
at the National Institutes of 
Health, which funded the 
original research. 

The scary-sounding viruses 
are locked in high-security 
laboratories as research¬ 
ers at the Erasmus Univer¬ 
sity Medical Center in the 


Netherlands and the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin-Madi- 
son prepare to publish their 
findings in leading scientific 
journals. That is the way sci¬ 
entists share their work so 
their colleagues can build 
on it, perhaps creating bet¬ 
ter ways to monitor bird flu 
in the wild, for example. 
Biosecurity advisers to 
the government recom¬ 
mended, however, that 
the journals Science and 
Nature publish only the 
general discoveries, not the 
full blueprint for these man¬ 
made strains. Tuesday, the 
government announced it 
agreed and made the re¬ 


quest. 

In statements, the two re¬ 
search teams say they are 
making some changes, if 
reluctantly. The journals are 
mulling what to do, and the 
government did not say 
precisely what should be 
left out. 

Science editor-in-chief Dr. 
Bruce Alberts said his jour¬ 
nal pushed the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment to set up a system 
where certain international 
researchers will be able to 
get the full genetic recipe 
for these lab-bred strains — 
especially those in bird flu- 
prone countries like China 
and Indonesia. □ 
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Nuns: Prayers to Marianne, 
Hawaii soii cured woman 

JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — The 

second Vatican-authenti¬ 
cated miracle in allowing 
a nun to soon become St. 

Marianne Cope involves 
the healing of a New York 
woman who had an infec¬ 
tion destroying her organs, 
nuns from her religious or¬ 
der revealed for the first 
time Tuesday. 

A bag of soil containing 
Marianne’s bone frag¬ 
ments from the Hawaii 
peninsula where leprosy 
patients were exiled was 
pinned to Sharon Smith's 
hospital gown, said Sister 
Burkard, a member of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Neumann Communities in 
Syracuse, New York. 

Marianne cared for lep¬ 
rosy patients at the Kalau- 
papa settlement on the 
island of Molokai in the 
1880s. She died in 1918 of 
natural causes and was 
buried there. The pope 
proclaimed her a saint this 
week after the Vatican au¬ 
thenticated two miracles 

that were a result of her intercession. The first miracle in¬ 
volved the unexplained cure of a New York girl who at 
14 in 1992, was diagnosed with germ cell ovarian cancer. 
Smith, now healthy and in her 60s, was hospitalized for 
nearly a year in Syracuse after being diagnosed in 2005 
with acute pancreatitis, which tore a hole between her 
intestines and stomach. A friend shared Smith’s diagno¬ 
sis with a stranger sitting in the hospital waiting room who 
recommended praying to Marianne, Burkard said. The 
nuns had kept a bag of Kalaupapa soil with Marianne’s 
bone fragments when her body was exhumed in 2005 
and her remains were taken to Syracuse. They pinned the 
bag of soil to Smith’s gown and began months of praying 
to Marianne. Doctors then started to remove tubes from 
Smith’s body. “She thought it was his way of saying there 
is no more hope,” Burkard said. “He said to her, ‘I don’t 
know what you did but you are cured.”’ 

Smith was discharged from the hospital in January 2006 
and began rehab. She now walks with a cane. She was 
with the Sisters of St. Francis for their announcement Tues¬ 
day but was too overwhelmed for an interview, the nuns 
said. The Vatican Medical Board ruled unanimously the 
second miracle is an “inexplicable medical recovery,” 
and theologians ruled the miracle was due to Marianne’s 
intercession. □ 



This 1883 file photo pro¬ 
vided by the Sisters of St. 
Francis of the Neumann 
Communities shows Mother 
Marianne Cope, a nun who 
dedicated her life to caring 
for exiled leprosy patients 
on Kalaupapa in Hawaii. 
The second Vatican au¬ 
thenticated miracle in al¬ 
lowing Mother Marianne 
Cope to soon become St. 
Marianne Cope involves 
the healing of a New York 
woman who had an infec¬ 
tion disease destroying her 
organs. 

(AP Photo/Sisters of St. Fran¬ 
cis of the Neumann Com¬ 
munities, File) 
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12 indicted in beard-cutting attacks on US Amish 



Johnny Mullet, Lester Mullet, Daniel Mullet, Levi Miller and Eli 
Miller wait to make their pleas in Holmes County Municipal 
Court in Millersburg, Ohio. The five men, along with reputed 
Amish breakaway sect leader Sam Mullet and Emanuel 
Shrock, were arrested by the FBI and local sheriff’s deputies 
early Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011 on federal hate crime 
charges. 

(AP Photo/Mike Schenck, Wooster Daily Record, File) 


THOMAS J. SHEERAN 
Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Twelve 
members of a breakaway 
Amish group were charged 
with federal hate crimes 
in beard-cuffing attacks 
on fellow Amish in eastern 
Ohio farm country, federal 
prosecutors announced 
Tuesday. 

The seven-count indict¬ 
ment against Samuel Mul¬ 
let and 11 relatives or mem¬ 
bers of his group include 
charges of conspiracy, as¬ 
sault and evidence tam¬ 
pering in what prosecu¬ 
tors say were hate crimes 
motivated by religious dif¬ 
ferences. The five attacks 
between September and 
November involved cutting 
women’s hair and men’s 
beards and hair. 

That’s considered deeply 
offensive in Amish culture. 
The indictment also charg¬ 
es four of Mullet’s children, a 
son-in-law, three nephews, 
the spouses of a niece and 
nephew and a member of 
the Mullet community. 
Mullet and six of the sus¬ 
pects have been held with¬ 
out bond since their arrests 
in FBI raids Nov. 23 at the 


Mullet compound in eastern 
Ohio. The five new suspects 
will be issued summonses 
to appear for arraignment, 
said U.S. attorney’s spokes¬ 
man Mike Tobin. 

The indictment alleges a 
pair of previously unre¬ 
ported assaults. It says that 
on Sept. 24, at the home 
of one of the defendants, 
another provided an un¬ 
named victim with a cup 
of coffee “laced with an 
over-the-counter prod¬ 
uct” intended to sicken the 
victim; it does not specify 


which product was used. 
It also alleges that, on the 
some day, three of the de¬ 
fendants and others en¬ 
ticed the victim to take a 
walk around the property, 
then restrained him and re¬ 
moved his beard and hair 
with scissors. 

A message seeking com¬ 
ment on the indictment 
was left for Mullet’s federal 
public defender in Cleve¬ 
land. An attorney who rep¬ 
resented Mullet when the 
case was in state court had 
said at the time that Mullet 


Sheriff: US man cleaning gun killed Amish girl 


FREDERICKSBURG, Ohio 
(AP) - A man cleaning his 
muzzle-loading rifle shot the 
gun into the air, acciden¬ 
tally killing a 15-year-old 
Amish girl driving a horse- 
drawn buggy more than a 
mile (1.6 kilometers) away, 
a sheriff said Tuesday. 
Rachel Yoder was shot in 
the head Thursday night 
while traveling to her home. 
She hod attended a Christ¬ 
mas party for employees, 
most of them under 18 
years old, at an Amish pro¬ 
duce farm and was riding 
home alone when she was 
shot, police Capt. Douglas 


Hunter said. 

The horse continued to cart 
the girl otter she was shot, 
and she fell out of the bug¬ 
gy near her home. Holmes 
County Sheriff Timothy Zim- 
merly said. 

Her brother found her after 
he saw the horse walking in 
circles and went to check 
it. 

Authorities initially believed 
she had fallen out of the 
buggy and hit her head un¬ 
til a hospital test revealed 
the gunshot wound. 

Hunter said his depart¬ 
ment traced a trail of blood 
along the road in an area 


of farms and rolling hills. 
Zimmerly said the gun- 
cleaner’s family come for¬ 
ward and his neighbors 
reported hearing a shot at 
about the time the girl was 
wounded. 

The man had fired the gun 
in the air about 1.5 miles (2 
kilometers) from where Yo¬ 
der was shot, Zimmerly said. 
State investigators were 
checking the rifle for a bal¬ 
listics match, he said. 

“In all probability, it looks 
like an accidental shoot¬ 
ing,” Zimmerly said. 

No charges have been 
filed.Q 


could fight the allegations. 
Mullet told The Associated 
Press in October that he 
didn’t order the hair-cutting 
but didn’t stop his sons and 
others from carrying it out. 
He said the goal was to 
send a message to other 
Amish that they should be 
ashamed of themselves for 
the way they were treating 
Mullet and his community. 
The others charged pre¬ 
viously ore Mullet's sons 


Johnny, Daniel and Lester 
Mullet; son-in-law Emanuel 
Schrock; nephew Eli Miller; 
and community member 
Levi Miller. Newly charged 
are Mullet's daughter Linda 
Schrock; nephews Lester 
and Raymond Miller; Anna 
Miller, the wife of another 
nephew; and a niece's hus¬ 
band, Freeman Burkholder. 
Court documents didn’t list 
attorneys for the five new 
suspects.Q 
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Communists solidify opposition role in Russia 



Supporters of the Russian Communist Party at a rally to protest 
the results of the recent parliamentary elections in Moscow, 
Dec. 18, 2011. The Communist Party is trying to convince 
Russians that it has a plan to move the country forward and 
does not simply want to revive the Soviet Union. 

(James Hill/The New York Times) 


DAVID M. HERSZENHORN 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - If there was 
ever a moment for o Com¬ 
munist comeback, it would 
seem to be now. The Com¬ 
munists were big winners 
in recent parliamentary 
elections, capturing nearly 
20 percent of the popular 
vote and cementing their 
place os the most formida¬ 
ble opposition bloc, os vot¬ 
ers began to express their 
exhaustion with United Rus¬ 
sia, the governing party 
of Prime Minister Vladimir 
V. Putin. Meantime, the 
world financial crisis, which 
has toppled governments 
and spawned social un¬ 
rest in the eurozone, has 
provided reams of mate¬ 
rial for railing against the 
excesses and evils of capi¬ 
talism - with warnings of 
“debt bondage,” “fictitious 
capital” and “financial im¬ 
perialism.” But rather than 
starring in the Great Red 


Revival, the longtime party 
leader, Gennadi A. Zyu¬ 
ganov, has instead found 
himself walking a political 
high-wire. In recent days, 
he has sharply criticized 
the elections as marred by 
fraud, while simultaneously 
maneuvering to claim the 


spoils of victory in those 
same elections, including 
some important commit¬ 
tee chairmanships in the 
Duma, the lower house of 
Parliament. He has joined 
in popular protests against 
Putin's government, while 
seeking to block the rise of 
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the liberal reformers lead¬ 
ing those rallies by de¬ 
nouncing them as a sub¬ 
versive threat to Russia's 
future. “Their only chance 
is a revolt,” Zyuganov said 
in a speech on Saturday 
as he accepted his party's 
nomination for president. 
“The gist of the situation is 
that both the authorities 
blatantly tramping upon 
the people's rights and the 
ultraliberals eager to take 
advantage of the people's 
anger ore doing the some 
dirty business.” Perhaps his 
trickiest political pirouette, 
however, will be trying to 
convince Russian voters 
that the Communists have 
a real plan for moving the 
country forward and do not 
simply want to rewind the 
clock to the Soviet Union. It 
will be no small feat, given 
that the party's platform is 
largely built on nostalgia 
for the post, and that many 


Russians, no matter how 
unhappy they ore with the 
current government, seem 
to hove concluded that life 
is better in a market econ¬ 
omy. This was clear at the 
rally Dec. 11 that drew up¬ 
ward of 50,000 people to 
protest the election results. 
On the way to the dem¬ 
onstration, Communists 
carrying the red hommer- 
and-sickle flog marched 
passed Bentley and Ferrari 
car dealerships and a Zeg- 
no boutique selling Italian 
fashions, and along a street 
lined with billboards invit¬ 
ing Russians to visit Cancun, 
Mexico - a reminder that 
Moscow is now one of the 
gaudiest cities on earth. 
When Yevgeny Kopyshev, 
the leader of the Union of 
Soviet Officers, ended o 
speech by calling for the 
return of Soviet power, the 
crowd booed him off the 
stage.□ 
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China protest march shelved after official talks 


BEIJING (AP) — Residents 
of an embattled southern 
Chinese village in revolt said 
Wednesday they Vv'ere put¬ 
ting off plans to march to 
a nearby town in protest at 
government land grabs af¬ 
ter intervention by a leading 
provincial official. 

Residents of Wukan in 
Guangdong province have 
driven local authorities from 
the area and had planned 
to march if four of their rep¬ 
resentatives were not re¬ 
leased by police. That would 
have been a direct chal¬ 
lenge to police who have 
set up checkpoints on main 
roads outside the village. 
Those plans were suspend¬ 
ed after a deputy provincial 
Communist Party secretary, 
Zhu Mingguo, met with vil¬ 
lagers Tuesday and called 
their demands legal, rea¬ 
sonable and ethical, said 





villagers reached by phone. 
They said Zhu also pledged 
to investigate allegations of 
illegal land seizures. 

“We are not (marching) 
now, because we are 
happy now. Things are go¬ 
ing pretty well,” said Qiu 
Yankun, a Wukan shop¬ 
keeper who sells farming 
equipment. 


Protesters attend a candlelight vigil outside the China Li¬ 
aison Office in Hong Kong to support the Wukan viiiagers 
Tuesday, Dec. 20,2011. Protesters in the southern Chinese 
village who have driven local authorities from the area 
said Monday they pian to march to a nearby town if four 
of their representatives are not released by police. While 
the residents of Wukan in Guangdong province held ral¬ 
lies aimost daiiy over the past week, the protests have 
iargeiy been confined to the viiiage square. 

(AP Photo/Kin Cheung) 

Along with the release of 
the detainees, the villag¬ 
ers are demanding the 
return of seized farmland 
and the dismissal of cor¬ 
rupt local officials who col¬ 
luded with developers in 
return for bribes. 

Villager representative 
Huang Hancan said pro¬ 
vincial authorities ap¬ 
peared sincere in their 


desire to resolve the con¬ 
flict, but he said he would 
wait to hear what specific 
proposals Zhu offered at a 
meeting scheduled for later 
Wednesday. 

“Judging from what he said 
in the meeting yesterday, 
we think things seem to be 
fine right now. He said that 
it is understandable that 
the villagers had some ex¬ 
treme behavior, and that 
they were not against the 
law. He also said what the 
government did, includ¬ 
ing beating and detain¬ 
ing people, was wrong,” 
Huang said. 

Wukan, which has about 
20,000 residents, has for 
months been the site of 
simmering protests over the 
land grabs, an endemic 
problem in China driven 


by poor legal safeguards, 
high housing costs and lo¬ 
cal government’s hunger 
for revenue. The issue is a 
leading cause of the tens 
of thousands of incidents of 
unrest striking China each 
year. The current unrest was 
sparked by the detention 
of five villagers by police 
more than a week ago and 
the Dec. 11 death of one of 
them in police custody. Au¬ 
thorities say the man died 
from cardiac failure but 
his supporters believe he 
was beaten. Wary of being 
portrayed as unpatriotic in 
a country with a strong na¬ 
tionalistic bent, the protest¬ 
ers have in recent days em¬ 
phasized that their anger 
is directed at local officials 
and not national Commu¬ 
nist Party rule.Q 
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Rabbi’s followers blame aide for missing millions’ 



Rabbi Yoshiyahu Yossef Pinto in his home in New York. Federal 
authorities ore investigating claims from followers of Rabbi Pinto 
that former members of his inner circle carried out o bizarre em¬ 
bezzlement and extortion plot to steal millions from the congre¬ 
gation. 

(Ozier AAuhommod/The New York Times) 


ALISON LEIGH COWAN 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Six years ago, 
an Orthodox rabbi and 
mystic who traces his lin¬ 
eage to King David moved 
to New York from Israel and 
amassed a notable fol¬ 
lowing. Real estate titans 
fetched him at the airport. 
Members of Congress at¬ 
tended his Hebrew classes. 
Even LeBron James, who 
is not Jewish, borrowed a 
friend's yacht to consult 
the rabbi in private. 

Lately though, the image 
of the rabbi, Yoshiyahu Yo¬ 
sef Pinto, 38, has seemed 
tarnished. Millions of dollars 
in donations to the rabbi's 
congregation cannot be 
accounted for, according 
to his aides and lawyers. Ar¬ 
ticles in Jewish publications 
have questioned his judg¬ 
ment. Camera crews hove 
trailed him, with reporters 
shouting questions about 
improprieties. 

Now, the rabbi's close fol¬ 
lowers are disclosing what 
they soy is the source of 
many of his troubles. They 
said they told federal inves¬ 
tigators that the rabbi hod 
been the victim of o bizarre 
embezzlement and extor¬ 
tion plot that was carried 
out by two former members 
of his inner circle, who stole 
his congregation's money 
and tried to frame him. 
While the claims of the 
rabbi's followers hove not 
been proved and no one 
has been charged with 


o crime, the U.S. attor¬ 
ney's office and the Fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Investigation 
stepped in and hove been 
carrying out on extensive 
inquiry into the two men 
over the lost year, federal 
officials said. 

“Bofh fhe rabbi and fhe 
organization as o whole 
ore being viewed by the 
investigation os victims,” 
said Arthur L. Aidala, Pinto's 
lawyer in New York. “Based 
on the questioning of the 
witnesses that we ore privy 
to, the targets of the inves¬ 
tigation ore individuals who 
worked for or on behalf of 
the rabbi's organization.” 


The rabbi's followers and 
lawyers said they told fed¬ 
eral investigators that a for¬ 
mer aide to the rabbi, an 
Israeli named Ofer Biton, 
39, had pocketed millions 
of dollars in donations fhaf 
were infended for fhe rab¬ 
bi's charity. 

Biton’s lawyer in New York, 
Jeffrey A. Udell, denied the 
accusations. He said Biton 
did not have “any involve¬ 
ment whatsoever in any 
plot” against Pinto. 

The rabbi's followers have 
also charged fhaf Biton 
and Ronn Torossian, a pub¬ 
lic relations agent based 
in Manhattan, engaged 


in a scheme in which they 
leaked purportedly dam¬ 
aging information about 
the rabbi to reporters. 
Then, the followers said. 
Biton pushed to have To¬ 
rossian put on retainer to 
help put an end to the bad 
publicity. 

Torossian, who first at¬ 
tended services in Pinto's 
congregation in 2008, said 
he would “have no com¬ 
ment on these absurd al¬ 
legations.” Torossian, 37, 
has a reputation as an ag¬ 
gressive publicist prone to 
sending off vifriolic emails 
fo his adversaries. 

In 2008, his firm, 5W Public 
Relations, was accused of 
posting fake comments on 
a blog in an effort to de¬ 
fend a client, Agriproces¬ 
sors, which at the time was 
ensnared in a scandal over 
conditions at its kosher 
meatpacking plant. 

Some of the fake com¬ 
ments, crude and arro¬ 
gant, were written under 
the name of a critic of the 
plant. Torossian’s firm later 
acknowledged that the 
posts had come from “a 
senior staff member.” 
Torossian has ties to gos¬ 
sip columnists in New York 
City because of his work 
representing hip-hop ce¬ 
lebrities like Sean Combs. 
He has also represented 
Israeli officials and Jewish 
organizations. As evidence 
that Torossian was trying to 
damage the rabbi's repu¬ 
tation, the rabbi’s followers 
pointed to news coverage 


over the last two years and 
a gossip item in September 
in The Daily News. The item 
said the rabbi had dodged 
a camera crew from 
“Nighfline" fhaf wanted to 
question him about his fi¬ 
nancial affairs. (“Nightline,” 
an ABC News program, has 
not broadcast anything 
about the rabbi.) 

Federal investigators in 
New York City, who spoke 
on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity, confirmed that 
they were examining the 
roles of Biton and Torossian 
in the disappearance of 
the money from the rabbi’s 
congregation, but they 
would not provide details. 
Several followers of Pinfo 
said in interviews that they 
had been questioned by 
FBI agents about Biton and 
Torossian. Pinto declined 
to be interviewed for this 
article, but he allowed his 
lawyers to answer ques¬ 
tions about the case. A 
scion of fwo dynasties of 
Moroccan Jewish scholars 
who were revered as mys¬ 
tics, Pinto was trained as 
a rabbi from an early age 
and is often mentioned as 
a candidate for chief rabbi 
of Israel, where he first es¬ 
tablished his congregation, 
Shuva Israel. 

Despite his success in New 
York, he has been criticized 
by some Orthodox rabbis 
who say the frenzied at¬ 
mosphere around him can 
sometimes be cultlike, with 
people lining up for hours 
to receive his blessings.Q 
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Colombia to start paying victims of violence 


CESAR GARCIA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— Colombia's president 
approved details of a plan 
Tuesday to pay compen¬ 
sation to an estimated 4 
million victims of the coun¬ 
try’s long-running civil con¬ 
flict. 

President Juan Manuel 
Santos signed five decrees 
laying out regulations un¬ 
der the so-called Victims 
Law. The Congress ap¬ 
proved the law in May, 
and Santos signed it in 
June. 

The law will provide cash to 
the families of Colombians 
who had been slain, kid¬ 
napped, raped or forced 
from their land during the 
conflict involving leftist reb¬ 
els and right-wing militias, 
which saw its most intense 
fighting during the 1990s. 
The new law also aims to 
return land to those who 
have had property seized 
by armed groups. 

The government will ac¬ 
cept claims going back 
to 1985, a date lawmak¬ 
ers chose because of ifs 
symbolism as a parficularly 
bloody chapter in Colom¬ 
bia’s conflict. 

That year, rebels from the 
now-defunct M-19 guerrilla 
group seized the Palace of 
Justice, sparking a stand¬ 
off that ended with more 
than 100 dead, including 


the rebels and 11 Supreme 
Court justices. 

Santos said at a ceremony 
that he hopes the law will 
"transform a past of horror 
into a future of hope.’’ 

He has made the law, 
which takes effect Jan. 1, 
a centerpiece of his presi¬ 
dency since taking office 
in August 2010. 

The government estimates 
it will cost the equivalent of 
more than $26 billion dur¬ 
ing the coming decade 
to pay reparations to vic¬ 
tims. They’ll receive one¬ 
time payments of up to 40 
monthly minimum-wage 
salaries, which next year 
will add up to the equiva¬ 
lent of $11,900. 

In the first year, the gov¬ 
ernment expects to pay 
an estimated $3.2 billion in 
compensation and other 
benefits including health 
care costs and home re¬ 
pairs to about 130,000 
people. Justice Ministry of¬ 
ficial Miguel Samper told 
reporters. 

Santos said the amounts to 
be paid, while modest, are 
the highest the govern¬ 
ment could afford given 
fhe large numbers of peo¬ 
ple who will qualify. 

"We know that doesn’t 
compensate at all for be¬ 
ing displaced ... much less 
the killing of a loved one,” 
Santos said. "We would like 
to give them more, much 


THE CINEMAS 

thecinemas.aw vaiidDec.21 


1 AT RENAISSANCE 1 

1 AT PASEO HERENCIA I 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

GHOST PROTOCOL 

daily: 5.45-8.45 iifui 

matinee: 2.45 

late show: 11.45 1 G 1 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

GHOST PROTOCOL 

daily: 5.15-8.15 m™ 

matinee: 2.15 ^ 

late show: 11.15 G 


YOUNG ADULT YOUNG ADULT 


daily: 6.00-8.30 

matinee: 1.00-3.30 
late show: 11.00 

NEW YEARS EVE 


daily: 4.15-6.45-9.00 

_, matinee: 1.45 _ 

@31 R I late show: 11.30 @3 R 

NEW YEARS EVE 


daily: 6.15-9.00 

matinee: 

late show: 11.45 
NEW KIDNITRO 

daily: 5.15-7.30-9.30 

matinee: 

late show: 11.30 

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 

daily: 

matinee: 12.30-3.30 

late show: 


PG4^ 

NjW 

a 

rpE 


daily: 5.30-8.15 

matinee: 12.00-2.45 

late show: 11.00 
NOVAZEMBLA 
daily: 6.00-8.30 

matinee: 

late show: 11.15 
ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 

daily: 4.45 

matinee: 12.00-2.30 

late show: 



ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 



daily: 5.15-7.30-9.45 

matinee: 12.45-3.00 

late show: 12.00 

HE 

daily: 4.15-6.30-8.45 

matinee: 12.00-2.00 

late show: 11.00 




HUGO 

daily: 


HUGO 

daily: 

a 



matinee: 12.00-3.00 

late show: 

BBrPGl 

matinee: 12.00-3.00 ™ 

late show: @3 PG 



THE TWILIGHT SAGA: 


THE SITTER 




BREAKING DAWN PART 1 

daily: 6.00-8.45 

matinee: 

late show: 11.30 


daily: 7.15-9.45 

matinee: 




@3PG4^ 

late show: 12.00 




HAPPY FEET 2 IN 2D 

daily: 


1 ^ = subtitulos en Espahol 




matinee: 12.15-2.45 

late show: 

BSrPGl 




Matinee: fri - wed I Late show: fri & sat 



Argentina's President Cristina Fernandez, right, gestures next to 
Uruguay's President Jose Mujica, center, as Argentina's Minis¬ 
ter ot Foreign Reiations Hector Timerman, left, looks on before 
the Mercosur summit in Montevideo, Uruguay,Tuesday, Dec. 20, 
2011. As of Tuesdaay, Colombia's president approved details of 
a plan to pay compensation to an estimated 4 million victims of 
the country's long-running civil conflict. 

(AP Photo/Matilde Campodonico) 


more. But it isn’t physically 
possible.” 

Since the 1960s, most of 
fhe victims of Colombia's 
internal conflict have been 
civilians, and land tenancy 
has long been a key issue 
in the fighting. 

Many paramilitary fighters 
now work as hired guns for 
fhe holders of stolen land. 
Santos said the govern¬ 
ment will establish special 
tribunals to rule on claims 
of stolen land, 
and that in fhe coming 
year officials expect to 
decide about 2,000 initial 
claims. 

Santos has set a goal of re¬ 
turning 4.9 million acres (2 
million hectares) of stolen 
land to their rightful owners 
by 2014.a 





Price: $35 p.p.+ service charge 

Teen 12-17 years = $20. Children 6* 11 years = $12 
Kids under six are FREE 

Seating overlooking ttie tropical garden or Indoor In itie conditioned dlnfng room. 

Live Enterloinnnenl 
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SPORTS BAR AND GRILL 

MONDAY - FRIDAY FROM 2PM - 7PM 

UAPPY $3 selected Beer 

$4 Mixed House Drinks 

Full KItetien open lali 






Srd ANNUAL 
. Boo BasJt 

WIUI.CASH pMs 


OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 2:00P.M. / SATURDAY - SUNDAY 12P.M. Open early ter FOOTBALL MATCHES 


In a first. Chinese-built cars arrive in North America 



An assembly line worker constructs a Honda Fit in Guangzhou, 
China. For the first time, cars buiit in China are arriving in North 
America, with Honda importing its subcompact Fit into Canada. 

(Ariana Lindquist/The New York Times) 


NICK BUNKLEY 
IAN AUSTEN 

© 2011 New York Times 
DETROIT - Chinese-made 
cars have quietly arrived in 
North America far the first 
time, but without the bam¬ 
boo dashboards and quirky 
names that have adorned 
them at recent auto shows. 
The cars, in fact, are not 
even from the myriad Chi¬ 
nese automakers whose 
North American ambitions 
have been stymied by infe¬ 
rior quality and sometimes 
laughably poor perfor¬ 
mances in crash tests. 


Instead, the Japanese au¬ 
tomaker Honda is crossing 
the threshold by import¬ 
ing subcompact cars into 
Canada from one of its 
plants in China. This month, 
Honda Canada began re¬ 
ceiving its smallest model, 
the Fit, from China instead 
of Japan, as part of a 
strategy to produce more 
vehicles outside its home 
country. 

The decision allows Honda 
to eke out higher profit 
in a segment of the auto 
market where margins are 
extremely thin, especially 


since the high value of the 
yen cuts into all Japanese 
automakers’ overseas op¬ 
erations. 

“The yen has been getting 
stronger and stronger," Jer¬ 
ry Chenkin, executive vice 
president of Honda Cana¬ 
da, said on Tuesday. 

Few car shoppers are likely 
to notice the change, and 
there is no expectation 
that Chinese-made cars 
are destined for the United 
States anytime soon. But 
the Honda imports are sig¬ 
nificant because vehicles 
are among the few cat¬ 
egories of consumer prod¬ 
ucts in North America for 
which manufacturers had 
not turned to China to try to 
cut costs. 

“There’s been much talk 
about Chinese cars being 
sold in North America, but 
we hadn’t seen that yet," 
said Michelle Krebs, a senior 
analyst with Edmunds.com, 
an automotive research 
website. “These are from a 
well-known, major global 
automaker, so that elimi¬ 
nates some of the chal¬ 


lenges that face Chinese 
automakers." 

All the major automakers 
have plants in China, which 
they generally use to make 
vehicles to sell there. Only 3 
percent, or 580,000, of the 
vehicles built in China last 
year were exported. Many 
automakers are reluctant 
to use that capacity to 
supply other countries be¬ 
cause they want to maxi¬ 
mize sales in China, now 
the world’s largest car mar¬ 
ket. 

Chenkin said that the 
move had relatively little to 
do with direct costs. He de¬ 
clined to comment about 
wage differences between 
Japan and China. 

“From what I understand, in 
terms of the cost of produc¬ 
tion for the Fit, the differ¬ 
ence between China and 
Japan is not significant,” he 
said. “But the exposure of 
the yen exchange rate is 
of concern to Honda and 
other manufacturers.” 
Lower disposable incomes 
and higher gasoline prices 
in Canada mean that small 


cars like the Fit are more 
popular there than in the 
U.S. Honda’s profit on the Fit 
is further squeezed by a 6.1 
percent import duty, while 
many competing models 
enter Canada duty-free 
because they are made in 
Mexico or the U.S. 

Honda is building a plant in 
Mexico that is scheduled to 
start assembling the Fit for 
the U.S. and other countries 
in early 2014. Honda is likely 
to use that plant to supply 
Canada as well, most likely 
making the importing from 
Chinese a temporary mea¬ 
sure.Honda has been ex¬ 
porting the Fit from China 
to 27 countries, mainly in Eu¬ 
rope where it is sold as the 
Jazz, for about five years, 
so there is no concern in 
Canada about the quality 
of its production, Chenkin 
said. “We are fully confi¬ 
dent that these vehicles 
meet all Honda standards,” 
he said. The company has 
imported electrical pow¬ 
er generators to Canada 
from Honda plants in China 
for some time without en¬ 
countering quality issues 
or customer resistance, 
he said.John Mendel, ex¬ 
ecutive vice president of 
American Honda, said that 
there were no plans to sup¬ 
ply dealers in the U.S. with 
Chinese-made Fits. 

Krebs said Honda and oth¬ 
er automakers would have 
a more difficult time selling 
cars assembled in China 
to Americans than to Ca¬ 
nadians and Europeans. 
Although made-in-China 
products are common in 
the U.S., most cost a small 
fraction of the price of a 
car. □ 
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HOUDAY SCHEDULE 
2011 -2012 


Saturday Dsc 24T11 

Open regularly 11 am to 1 
(Fkihn pfomobon valid) 

Sunday Dec 25/11 

Open for dimer only (last 
reservalion at 8 pm) 
kitchen close at S pm 

Monday Deo 26/11 

Regular operating hours 

11 lilia 

Tuesday Deo 27/11 

Closed 

Saturday 31/11 

Open for Dinner only (last 
reservation at Spm) kilchen 
open 

Alls promotion not valid on 
ihiis dale 

Sunday 1/12 

Closed 


























Playa Linda Renovation Revitalizes a Favorite Timeshare Resort 


PALM BEACH - The tradition 
of annual Aruba vacations 
spent among family and 
friends has been greatly en¬ 
hanced at the Playa Linda 
Beach Resort. The popular 
timeshare recently com¬ 
pleted a full renovation, 
providing additional color 
and comforts to familiar 
environs. The combined ef¬ 
forts of Playa Linda General 
Manager Jan van Nes and 


a hands-on Board, headed 
by Joe Caggiano and in¬ 
cluding Angela Guarino, 
Jack Masser, Jess Drabkin 
and Bob Rutherford, re¬ 
sulted in an attractive up¬ 
grade, which also retained 
the special qualities of the 
Playa Linda. 

“We feel our resort is bet¬ 
ter than a five-star hotel. 
The comforts of the resort 
are upgraded as a result 


AAA congratulates 
Mr. Keith “Jamaica” 
Edwards 



ORANJESTAD - On Decem¬ 
ber 15th, 2011, AAA NV pre¬ 
sented Mr. Keith Edwards, 
better known at the airport 
as “Jamaica", with a well- 
deserved token of con¬ 
gratulation and apprecia¬ 
tion for his well-deserved 
receipt of a Special Rec¬ 
ognition Shoco Award dur¬ 
ing the Shoco Awards 2011 
event last week. 

Mr. Edwards is a fine exam¬ 
ple of cusfomer friendliness 


at its best to our passengers 
when they arrive in Aruba. 
Always in a good mood, 
come rain or come shine, 
and always willing to assist 
any and all upon their ar¬ 
rival. AAA NV 
is proud to have such a 
specially recognized per¬ 
son as a member of our air- 
porf communify. 
Congratulations once 
again Mr Edwards and 
keep up the good workO 



of the renovation, but we 
also maintain on atmo¬ 
sphere where friendships 
are developed. We are 
a community of infergen- 
erafional friends that meet 
each year, where children 
of owners offen become 
owners fhemselves. ...With 
the renovation complete, 
we have managed to 
combine both family and 
quality within Playa Linda," 
explains Angela Guarino. 
The three-year, seven-mil- 
lion-dollar transformation 
of the Playa Linda affected 
all units and public spaces 
of fhe resort, as well as in¬ 
troduced the new prod¬ 
uct option of a luxurious, 
penthouse suite. Board 
and Management also en¬ 
sured that the renovation 
included a full assessment 
of the building, electrical 
and plumbing systems, with 
repairs made where neces¬ 
sary, as well as the installa¬ 
tion of addifional precau- 
fions, including propane 


gas monitoring devices 
and carbon monoxide de¬ 
tectors. 

“The renovation went 
smoothly because of care¬ 
ful planning," commenfs 
Bob Rufherford. “We had 
fhe reserve fund fo ensure 
fhaf all fhe needed capi¬ 
tal investment could go 
forward, and to allow us 
to introduce only modest 
increases in Maintenance 
Fees to match inflation, 
but there have been chal¬ 
lenges in meeting the rising 
costs of doing business on 
fhe island." 

Fellow Board member Jack 
Masser agrees, comment¬ 
ing, “There are costs over 
which we have no control, 
such as utility rates, but we 
remain optimistic. We have 
strived to be energy ef¬ 
ficient at the resort, while 
also consistently meeting 
the satisfaction levels of 
members and guests.” 

The Playa Linda was the 
first resort among high-rise 


hotels that earned Green 
Globe certification. For¬ 
ward-thinking actions have 
also resulted in the installa¬ 
tion of LED lights and solar- 
powered exterior lights. In 
finding durable solutions, 
creative actions at the Pla¬ 
ya Linda have resulted in 
the creation of an excep¬ 
tional resort environment. 
“We are successful be¬ 
cause of the cooperative 
efforts of the Board and 
Management, and the 
contributions made by an 
excellent staff," remarks 
Bob Rufherford. “During fhe 
renovation, in particular, 
our membership displayed 
patience and understand¬ 
ing, and employees, espe¬ 
cially from Maintenance 
and Housekeeping, kept 
the resort running smoothly 
through all the additional 
work. In achieving improve¬ 
ments at the Playa Linda, it 
has been a team effort for 
which we are immensely 
proud." □ 
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It’s lucky 7 for this group of 

Aqua Grill fans 
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rant, with a tresh-only philosophy. 


PALM BEACH - Forman, Gruberger, and Gro- 
nai, enjoying the pleasures of the Marriott, have 
been coming to Aruba for the past seven years, 
and the grand finale of their vacation every 
year has been a gathering of the families at 
Aqua Grill. 

Aqua Grill is the island's famed seafood restou- 


Guests enjoy catches from our local fishermen 
like red snapper and grouper, as well as fresh 
seafood flown in daily from waters abroad, in¬ 
cluding live Maine lobster. 

But for families and groups, it's the variety of 


cuisine on the menu that keeps them coming 
back, with not only dozens of seafood dishes to 
choose from, but USDA steaks, pasta, chicken, 
and a children's menu as well. 

Come celebrate this joyous season at Aruba's 
premier seafood restaurant. Call 586-5900 to 
make your reservation. □ 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Homemade Aiuban Cigar 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 


years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 


ARUHIBA 


specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 
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The Gold Mine Ranch honors two guests of the month 



solpmine 



On December 17, 2011 
the Gold Mine Ranch had 
the honor and privilege to 
honortwo distinguished and 
happy guests, Sasha Oblak 
and Francesca Balordi. The 
two had repeated their visit 
at the Ranch, and in tact 
had ridden multiple times 
with the Gold Mine Ranch, 
in doing so they had also 
pertected their riding skills. 
The two guests had lately 
been riding horses tor more 
experienced riders. They 
started out as beginners, 
and are since intermediate 
riders, making them the 
honored beginner riders of 
the month of December 
2011 . 

The Gold Mine Ranch, 
that began operating 
out of love for animals 
and people, specializes in 
tame, easy going horses for 


people with no or little riding 
experience. The Ranch 
is family operated, and 
offers personal attention 
to every rider. The Gold 
Mine Ranch also strives to 
offer the best horseback 
adventures, not just trail 
rides, in breathtaking views 
at the North-East side of 
the island, covering hidden 
places, such as the Lagoon 
and valley of Gerardo, etc. 
The Gold Mine Ranch 
would also like to give Mr. 
Oblak and Ms. Balordi one 
free horseback ride for their 
next visit, and would like 
to give something extra 
on top of that. All guests 
this month will receive 
$10 off per person when 
mentioning the “Oblak- 
Balordi” award. This offer, 
is valid until December 31, 
201 !.□ 
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Renaj$sance Mall & Marketplace 
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md a ^oQpeAouQ 2012! 


Shop at Renaissance to find 
the perfect holiday gift! 

Stores are open from 
Monday - Saturday from 
10 am - 8 pm. 


Enjoy extended hours at the dining 
and entertainment venues! 
Located in the heart of Oranjestad at 
the Renaissance Resort! 
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red sail sports. 

Scuba Diving 

Exploring the underwater world is our 
specialty, from beginner programs to 
dives aboard our custom-designed boats. 

1 and 2 tank dives. Discover Scuba Dive Course 



Book 

Via internet: 
www.redsailaruba.com 
By phone: 

(+297) 586-1603 
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Rage, Now open at the Palm Beach Plaza Mall 



PALM BEACH - Rage Silver just 
opened a new gorgeous boutique 
at Palm Beach Plaza Mall on the 
second floor, stocked with the lat¬ 
est styles in silver jewelry, including 
Chomilio by Sworovski and Charms 


Club by Thomas Sabo. 

The store also features some fabu¬ 
lous watch brands with Swiss Mili¬ 
tary Hanowa, Nautica, Thomas 
Sabo, and Storm, 21 gold ion plat¬ 


ed watches, among them. 

Rage Silver has been o popular 
resident of the Renaissance Mar¬ 
ketplace for over a decade oc¬ 
cupying a double store space and 
flaunting a huge collection, in the 


heart of town. 

Congratulations to the Wever 
family for the tasteful decor, bold 
colors and inviting shopping envi¬ 
ronment. Open every day from 12 
noon to 10pm. □ 
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In this Jan. 6, 2011 file photo, 
Nippon Ham Fighters pitcher 
Yu Darvish reacts at a press 
conference in Sapporo, 
northern Japan, after a new 
contract signing that makes 
him the highest-paid player 
in Japanese professional 
baseball. 

Associated Press 

Texas Rangers 
win negotiating 
rights to Darvish 

MIKE FITZPATRICK 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — After los¬ 
ing a pair of aces in the last 
two years, the Texas Rang¬ 
ers are going global to land 
a new one. Winner of con¬ 
secutive AL pennants, Tex¬ 
as also won the Yu Darvish 
sweepstakes Monday night 
with a record bid of $51.7 
million. Now, the Rangers 
get 30 days to negotiate a 
contract with Darvish that 
would put Japan's best 
pitcher at the top of their 
rotation. “Obviously, it’s a 
very exciting night for our 
organization, our fans and 
our community,” general 
manager Jon Daniels said 
on a conference call. 

Major League Baseball 
announced that the Hok¬ 
kaido Nippon Ham Fighters 
of Japan’s Pacific League 
accepted the highest bid 
for Darvish. That sealed of¬ 
fer was submitted under 
the posting system by the 
Rangers. “Our ownership 
went the extra mile on this 
one,” Daniels said, declin¬ 
ing to reveal specifics. 


Continued on Next Page 
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In this July 13, 2011, file photo. 
United States’ Abby Wambach 
celebrates scoring her side’s 
second goal during the 
semifinal match against France 
at the Women’s Soccer World 
Cup in Moenchengladbach, 
Germany. Wambach, whose 
thunderous header in the final 
seconds of the Women’s World 
Cup quarterfinals led the U.S. 
to an improbable victory and 
sparked a nationwide frenzy 
rarely seen for women’s sports, 
has been voted the 2011 
Female Athlete of the Year. 















































Wednesday, December 21, 2011 


fISPORTS 




t ^ Asian Bistro|^ | 


LUNCH SPECIALS $9,95 


EARLY DIRD SPECIALS = 40*15 =4 $W,95 (67pr-:. 


HOUSE SPECIALS =tqrilnnrt $16,95 
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Located at South lleoch Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel; 586 3888 | Fax: 586 8883 


Schild wins 3rd straight World Cup slalom 


ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
FLACHAU, Austria (AP) — 

Austria’s Marlies Schild suc¬ 
cessfully defended her 
first-run lead to complete 
a hat trick of slalom victo¬ 
ries Tuesday by winning o 
World Cup night race. 
Schild, the slalom world 
champion, finished in 1 
minute, 51.53 seconds to 
secure the 30th slalom win 
of her career. She had also 
won the season-opener in 
Aspen, Colorado in No¬ 
vember and the race in 
Courchevel, France, two 
days ago. 

Defending overall World 
Cup champion Maria 
Hoefl-Riesch of Germany 
came 0.46 seconds be¬ 
hind in second, and world 
giant slalom champion 
Tina Maze of Slovenia took 
third, 0.82 behind, for her 

RANGERS 

DARVISH 

Continued from Page 17 


A person familiar with the 
details said the winning bid 
by Texas was $51.7 million 
— more than the $51.1 mil¬ 
lion posting fee the Boston 
Red Sox paid for Daisuke 
Matsuzaka in 2006. The 
person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
figure was not made pub¬ 
lic. Darvish is considered 
the best pitcher in the Jap¬ 
anese professional leagues 
and several of baseball's 
biggest spenders were 
thought to be interested in 
him. 


first podium finish of the 
season. 

“Thirty, what an amazing 
number of wins that is,” 
Schild said. “I still don’t take 
anything for granted. Ev- 


If the Rangers can close the 
deal, the 25-year-old right¬ 
hander would join a rotation 
that already includes five 
starters: Colby Lewis, Derek 
Holland, Matt Harrison, Alexi 
Ogando and former closer 
Neftali Feliz, moved out of 
the bullpen when the club 
signed tree-agent reliever 
Joe Nathan this offseason. 
“If we’re able to sign him 
(Darvish), then we’ll have a 
very good problem on our 
hands,” Daniels said. It’s a 
dynamic endeavor for the 
Rangers, buoyed by a lucra¬ 
tive television contract and 
back-to-back AL champi¬ 
onships under a new own¬ 
ership group led by Hall of 
Fame pitcher Nolan Ryan. 
But the team is still chasing 
its first World Series title — 
and Texas knows all too well 


ery race is different, every 
course is different. When 
you win, you’re sure that 
you’re fast, but it’s no guar¬ 
antee for the next race. Ev¬ 
ery time you have to focus 


that nothing is done until it 
is done. 

Despite a serious effort, the 
Rangers were unable to re¬ 
sign star pitcher Cliff Lee 
following the 2010 season. 
They made it back to the 
World Series anyway and 
were within one strike of 
winning it all — twice — be¬ 
fore the St. Louis Cardinals 
rallied to take the trophy. 
Then the Rangers lost 
their latest ace, C.J. Wil¬ 
son, when the left-hander 
agreed to a $77.5 million, 
five-year contract with the 
AL West rival Los Angeles 
Angels this month. 

“Our commitment of our 
ownership is to put the 
best team out there. The 
last couple of years we just 
haven’t been able to close 
it out,” Daniels said. □ 


again.” 

Schild is rapidly closing on 
in the all-time record of 34 
slalom wins by Swiss great 
Vreni Schneider. 

“Before the season, I was 
not thinking about it,” 
Schild said. “But with the 
way things have been go¬ 
ing so far, it has come into 
my mind now.” 

Lindsey Vonn finished 2.01 
seconds back in eighth and 
remains top of the overall 
standings. 

The American has 554 
points, 230 clear of Schild, 
who is no contender for the 
overall title as the Austrian 
only competes in technical 
races. Germany’s Viktoria 
Rebensburg is third on 286 
points and Hoefl-Riesch is 
fourth with 271. 

Schild won in Flachau two 
years ago but failed to live 
up to expectations last sea- 



In this Sept. 5, 2007 tile photo, 
Nippon Ham Fighters starter 
Yu Darvish pitches against 
the Orix Buffaloes in Osaka, 
western Japan. Darvish 
ended months ot specuiation 
Thursday, Dec. 8, 2011 by 
saying he intends to make 
a move to Major League 
Baseball. Associated Press 


son. 

“I started with mixed feel¬ 
ings because of last year’s 
race here when I messed 
up the first run and skied 
out in the second,” she said 
after her first run. “Now I am 
in the lead, that’s great. I 
lost some time on the low¬ 
er section where I was too 
close (to the gates) and lost 
some speed.” 

Schild avoided risks in her 
second run and lost just 
seventh hundredths of a 
second from her first-run 
lead of 0.53 seconds over 
Hoefl-Riesch. 

The German bruised her 
left knee in the Courchevel 
slalom on Sunday and de¬ 
cided only hours before the 
race in Flachau to start, ig¬ 
noring a doctor’s advice to 
rest for a week. 

“Maybe it would have 
made sense to skip this race 
and get healthy for next 
week, but I love the races 
here,” said Hoefl-Riesch, 
who earned the last of her 
seven career slaloms victo¬ 
ries in Flachau last year. 

“It’s a mental problem 
when you know something 
is not right,” she said. “You 
saw it in the first section (of 
the first run) where I raced 
a bit conservative, I lost a 
lot of time there. After that, 

I managed to get it out of 
my mind.” 

Hoefl-Riesch said the injury 
did not hamper her while 
racing but her knee hurt 
between runs. 

“I am really proud to finish 
second under the circum¬ 
stances,” she said. 
Hoefl-Riesch said she 
wasn’t racing just to avoid 
losing more ground in the 
overall standings.^ 



Marlies Schild, of Austria, competes during the first run of an 
alpine ski, women’s Worid Cup slalom, in Flachau,Austria, 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Abby Wambach wins U.S. 
Female Athlete of the Year 


NANCY ARMOUR 
AP National Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — With the 
final seconds ticking down 
and the Americans on the 
verge of their earliest exit 
ever from the Women's 
World Cup, Abby Worn- 
bach keptwovingherindex 
finger of her teammates. 
One chance, she 
screamed, all they need¬ 
ed was one chance. 
When it came in the form 
of a left-footed cross 
from Megan Rapinoe, 
Wambach pounced. 

With one vicious whip of 
her head, she changed the 
course of this year's World 
Cup and sparked o frenzy 
rarely seen for women's 
sports in the United States. 
Wamboch's performance 
at the World Cup mode 
her the clear choice for the 
2011 Female Athlete of the 
Year in the United States, 
selected by members of 
The Associated Press. The 
U.S. forward received 65 
of the 214 votes cost, while 
teammate Hope Solo (38) 
was a distant second and 
basketball player Maya 
Moore (35) was third. 
Wambach is the first in¬ 
dividual football player 
— man or woman — to 
win one of the AP's an¬ 
nual sports awards, which 
began in 1931. The U.S. 
women's team won in 
1999, when their World 
Cup triumph at the Rose 


Bowl transfixed the nation. 
“We, os a team, did 
something that no team 
since Mia Hamm was 
able to do,” Wambach 
told the AP. “Even the 
team that won the (Olym¬ 
pic) gold medal in 2008 
wasn't able to inspire 
and get people excited 
about women's soccer. 
It goes to show you the 
impact drama can bring.” 
Wamboch's four 

goals in Germany give 
her 13 in three World 
Cup appearances. 

That's the most by an Amer¬ 
ican, topping Michelle Ak¬ 
ers by one, and puts her 
third on the all-time World 
Cup scoring list behind 
Brazil forward Marta and 
Germany striker Birgit Prinz. 
The 31-year-old Ameri¬ 
can ranks third on the 
U.S. career scoring list 
with 125 goals, trailing 
only Mio Hamm (158) 
and Kristine Lilly (130). 
“When she's on top 
of her game,” United 
States coach Pia Sund- 
hage said, “she's one of 
the best in the world.” 
Wambach was certainly at 
her best at the World Cup, 
leading the Americans to 
the final, where they lost 
to Japan on penalty kicks. 
“I'm not a person who 
cares much about (indi¬ 
vidual) awards, but I re¬ 
ally appreciate you guys 
recognizing this team,” 


Wambach said. “It helps 
keep this sport alive, and 
it's really important.” 
The Americans ore the 
defending Olympic 

champions, and Wam¬ 
bach and her teammates 
are currently training for 
next month's regional 
qualifying tournament. 
“I have to say, of all peo¬ 
ple, I think she is one of the 
best role models: interact- 


Reports: Beckham to 
join Paris St. Germain 

PARIS (AP) — David Beckham is set to sign an 18-month 
deal with French club Paris Saint-Germain, according to 
the local news media. 

After months of negotiations, Beckham will sign his con¬ 
tract with PSG in the beginning of January according to 
French daily L'Equipe. 

The 36-year-old former England captain would earn 
800,000 euros ($1.05 million) per month, French daily Le 
Porisien claimed. 

If agreed, the deal would end Beckham's time in Major 
League Soccer, having led Los Angeles Galaxy to the title 
in the season just post. 

He still has ambitions of playing for Britain in the Olympics 
in London next year. 

Backed by wealthy Qatari investors, PSG has spent more 
than 85 million euros ($111 million) this summer to sign nine 
players.Q 



ing with fans, saying good 
things about the gome, 
saying good things about 
this country, saying good 
things about her team¬ 
mates,” Sundhage said. 
“I'm very proud of the 
fact I've had the chance 
to coach her for so many 
years. It will be a high¬ 
light of my career.''Q 


United States women’s soccer player Abby Wambach 
poses for a portrait, Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011, at the Home 
Depot Center in Carson, Calif. Wambach is The Associated 
Press 2011 Female Athlete of the Year. 

Associated Press 
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NHL Roundup 

Canucks win 4-0, close 
gap on Minnesota Wild 



Colorado Avalanche center Brad Malone, right, checks 
Philadelphia Flyers defenseman Andrej Meszaros, left, of 
Slovakia, into the boards in the second period of an NHL 
hockey game on Monday, Dec. 19, 2011, in Denver. 

Associated Press 


VANCOUVER (AP) — Van¬ 
couver goaltender Rober¬ 
to Luongo made 33 saves 
to earn his tirst shutout ot 
the season os the Canucks 
beat the Minnesota Wild 
4-0 on Monday to close 
within three points in the 
tight for leadership of the 
NHL’s Northwest Division. 
Henrik Sedin scored a goal 
and added two assists to 
extend his points streak 
to three gomes and twin 
brother Daniel added three 
assists for the Canucks. 
Ryan Kesler, Alex Burrows 
and Jannik Hansen also 
scored for Vancouver. At 
20-9-5, the Wild are off to 
their best start in franchise 
history, even after their 
fourth straight loss. 

BRUINS 3, CANADIENS 2 

In Boston, David Kre- 
jci scored off his skate to 
break a second-period tie 
and Boston held on the 
edge Montreal and notch 
their fifth straight NHL win. 
Tim Thomas stopped 33 
shots while Benoit Pouliot 
and Brad Marchand also 
scored for the Bruins. 

Tomas Plekanec and Erik 
Cole scored for Montreal, 
which has not been able 
to improve its fortunes by 
changing its coach, losing 
both games since and re¬ 
maining in last place in the 
Northeast Division. 

AVALANCHE 3, FLYERS 2, SO 

In Denver, Ryan O’Reilly 
scored in the first round of a 
shootout to give Colorado 
victory over Philadelphia 
and its sixth consecutive 
win at home. 

Jean-Sebastien Giguere 
turned away a shot by 
Matt Read in the shootout 
for the Avalanche, who are 


8-1 after regulation and un¬ 
defeated in six shootouts. 
The Flyers had tied it in the 
final minute of regulation 
with their goalie pulled, on 
Wayne Simmonds' 10th 
goal of the season. 

RED WINGS 3, OILERS 2 

In Edmonton, Drew Miller 
scored with 4:15 remaining 
in the third period to lift De¬ 
troit over Edmonton. 

Dan Cleary and Jiri Hudler 
also scored for Detroit. 

Ryan Jones and Jordan Eb- 
erle netted for the Oilers, 
who have lost four in a row. 

KINGS 3, MAPLE LEAFS 2, SO 

In Toronto, Dustin Brown 


scored the only goal of a 
shootout as Los Angeles 
wrapped up a bizarre road 
trip with victory over Toron¬ 
to. 

Justin Williams and Brown 
scored in regulation for 
Los Angeles, with the win 
providing a tonic after en¬ 
tering the game with six 
losses from seven and see¬ 
ing coach Terry Murray dis¬ 
missed. 

In other NHL Los Angeles 
3, Toronto 2, SO; Colorado 

3, Philadelphia 2, SO; Bos¬ 
ton 3, Montreal 2; Dallas 5, 
Anaheim 3; Detroit 3, Ed¬ 
monton 2; and Vancouver 

4, Minnesota O.Q 


SPORTS BRIEFS 

Indian Wells tournament 
ups winners prizes to $1M 

INDIAN WELLS, California (AP) —The BNP Paribas Open will 
become the first joint ATP/WTA tournament to award both 
the men's and women's singles champions $1 million in 
prize money. 

Tournament director Steve Simon announced the change 
in a media release Tuesday. 

The total purse for the 2012 tournament will increase to 
more than $11 million. In addition to the prizes for the sin¬ 
gles champions, the singles finalists, semifinalists and quar- 
terfinalists will now earn $500,000, $200,000 and $100,000, 
respectively — and prize money has been increased for all 
rounds of the tournament. 

The BNP Paribas Open will be held March 5-18.Q 


lAAF ratifies Makau's 
marathon world record 


MONACO (AP) — The IAAF has ratified the marathon world 
record set by Patrick Makau in Germany in September. 
The Kenyan runner clocked 2 hours, 3 minutes, 38 seconds 
at the Berlin Marathon on Sept. 25, shaving 21 seconds off 
the old mark held by Ethiopian great Haile Gebrselassie. 
Gebrselassie also set his mark in Berlin in 2008 but couldn’t 
keep up with Makau in this year’s race and quit after 35 
kilometers. 

Makau’s previous personal best was 2:04:48. 

The lAAF also ratified Makau’s world record over 30 kilo¬ 
meters, set in the same race. Makau ran the first 30K in 
1:27:38, 11 seconds faster than Gebrselassie’s old mark 
from the 2009 Berlin Marathon.Q 

Ryu, Lexi Thompson to play 
Australian Masters 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — U.S. Women’s Open cham¬ 
pion So Yeon Ryu and American teenager Lexi Thompson 
will be among the field for February’s Australian Masters. 
Organizers said Tuesday that Ryu, who won July’s U.S. 
Open in a playoff, will make her third appearance in the 
tournament, having been runner-up in 2009 and fifth in 
2010. 

The 16-year-old Thompson became the youngest player 
to qualify for the U.S. Open which she first played the tour¬ 
nament aged 12. She turned professional in 2010 at 15 and 
last September became the youngest winner of an LPGA 
tournament when she won the Navistar LPGA Classic. 

The Australian Masters will be played at the Royal Pines 
course on the Gold Coast.Q 
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Home field: 49ers beat Big Ben, Steelers 20-3 


By JANIE McCauley 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— Ben Roethlisberger threw 
a few extra passes in near 
darkness after the lights 
went out at Candlestick 
Park. 

The additional throws were 
all for naught. Big Ben nev¬ 
er found his groove play¬ 
ing on a bum ankle — and 
the San Francisco 49ers’ 
top-ranked defense wasn’t 
about to let the most 
unique of home-field ad¬ 
vantages get away in a 
20-3 victory over the Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers on Monday 
night. 

“Just wondering how this 
happens at a professional 
stadium,” Roethlisberger 
said of not one but two 
blackouts. 

Monday Night Football 
nearly became a Monday 
Night Fiasco. 

San Francisco's lights-out 
return to prime time helped 
salvage what could have 
been an embarrassing eve¬ 
ning for everyone involved 
on the NFL's biggest stage 
after a pair of power out¬ 
ages delayed the game 
for close to 35 minutes in all. 
“I just feel like San Francisco 
took a big step to show the 
NFL and to show the state 
of California that they need 
a new stadium,” Steelers 
safety Ryan Clark said. “I 
think it was a very strate¬ 
gic move, and Candlestick 
may be no more.” 

Good thing there’s a state- 
of-the-art $1 billion stadium 
in the works. 

The 49ers rode stellar run 
defense once again to 
keep the ailing Roethlis¬ 
berger off balance and 
maintain a hold on the 
NFC’s No. 2 playoff seed 
and a first-round bye. 
“Electric atmosphere to¬ 
night,” tweeted team presi¬ 


dent Jed York — unclear if 
his pun was intended. 
Vernon Davis caught a 
1-yard touchdown pass 
for the 49ers (11-3) one 
play after setting himself 
up with a 21-yard recep¬ 
tion from Alex Smith, Frank 
Gore had a 5-yard scor¬ 
ing run and David Akers 
kicked field goals of 22 and 
38 yards to overtake Flail 
of Famer Jerry Rice for San 
Francisco’s single-season 
scoring record. 

“I think we showed the 
world we can play the 
game of football on a na¬ 
tional stage,” Davis said. 
“At the end of the day 
that’s what it’s all about: 
respect.” 


The Steelers (10-4) missed 
a key chance to take sole 
possession of first place in 
the AFC North and hold of 
the AFC’s top playoff spot. 
Roethlisberger, playing on 
a sprained left ankle that 
had him in a walking boot 
during the week, 
threw two early intercep¬ 
tions and another in the 
waning minutes — and a 
couple of light structures 
flickered as the final ticks 
elapsed. 

Even all those Terrible Tow- 
el-waving Steelers support¬ 
ers in the sellout crowd of 
69,732 couldn’t will their 
team when San Francisco 
had two blackout delays 
on its side. □ 



Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger (7) rolls on 
the field after being hit against the San Francisco 49ers during 
the fourth quarter of an NFL football game In San Francisco, Mon¬ 
day, Dec. 19, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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The True Gift 



By: Dr. Carlos Viono 

We have always been 
afraid of fhe dark. This 
year's Winfer Soisfice on 
21 December, even here 
in Aruba we will have only 
eleven hours and fwenty 
four minufes of sunlighf. For 
our Norfhern neighbors of 
soisfice, fhe sun rises around 
9 a.m. If sets about 3 p.m. A 
mere six hours of daylight. 
Up North, even if you sleep 
for eight hours, you spend 
more of your waking time 
in darkness than in light. 

Many of fhe an¬ 
cient traditions surrounding 
fhe Winfer Solstice are con¬ 
cerned with coping with 
fhe darkness and fhe evils if 
was thought to harbor, and 
helping fhe return of light 
and warmth. All over our 
prehistory, fhe impulse to 
celebrate soisfice was fhe 
same celebrafian of fhe 
cycle of nature and a reaf¬ 
firmation of the continua¬ 
tion of life. Worldwide, our 
ancients worshiped their 
earth goddess as she gives 
birth fa fhe Sun God and 
hape for new light is reborn. 
Ancient Incas celebrated a 
festival of Inti Raymi, or Fes¬ 
tival of the Sun where the 
god of fhe Sun is honored 

For some this time of 
fhe year is called Yule, far 
others if is called Christmas, 
for some Hanukkah or “Fes¬ 


tival af lights", far still afhers 
fhe “Fast of Ramadan”. In 
India fhe “Makara Sankra- 
mana” is a holy day cel¬ 
ebrated by Hindus fhe day 
after fhe winfer solstice. The 
light of fhe returning sun 
represents human warmth, 
charity, and lave, replac¬ 
ing the darkness of human 
selfishness. If also represents 
fhe gift of intellectual illumi¬ 
nation and fhe capacity fa 
distinguish between right 
and wrong. 

The Chinese Sol¬ 
stice feast of Dong Zhi is 
celebration that can be 
traced fa understanding at 
the different energies of yin 
and yang, which represent 
balance and harmony in 
life. We acknowledge that 
the yin qualities of darkness 
and cold are at their mast 
powerful at this time, but 
it is also the turning point, 
giving way to the light and 
warmth of yang. For this 
reason, the Dong Zhi Fes¬ 
tival is a time far aptimism, 
when everyane dons new 
clothes, visits family with 
gifts and feasts on expen¬ 
sive dishes 

Over the years and 
by different religians the 
winter solstice celebrations 
have had a very different 
shape, however, the world¬ 
wide message, no matter 
the religion, is about bring¬ 
ing light, which represents 
hope into the darkness, 
representing the despair at 
ignorance. 

This Holiday Season 
our table will support our 


Advent wreath aften made 
tram the trimmings of the 
Christmas tree, shaped 
into a circle to symbolize 
the eternal God and our 
ongoing life. It also com¬ 
memorates new life and a 
fresh start to the upcom¬ 
ing year. With its rounded 
garland and four candles, 
the wreath is a decora¬ 
tive extension of our hope. 
A fifth candle, generally 
larger in size and white in 
colar, will be placed in the 
center of the wreath and 
lit on Christmas morning. 

The four candles 
represent the faur weeks 
of Advent. But, our can¬ 
dles represent much mare. 
Each is a remembrance 
and a prayer of thanks. The 
first candle is for our pa¬ 
tients; those open-minded 
individuals wha allow us to 
serve our community by al¬ 
lowing us to remove a little 
of their pain. Thank you for 
your trust. 

The second candle 
is for the many aft you who 
believing in my message, 
facilitate our effectiveness 
by providing the services 
and products that make 
all this possible. The own¬ 
ers, editors, and staff of this 
fine newspaper are always 
ready to assist to get the 
message out to you. Our 
simple, but effective mes¬ 
sage is broadcasted every 
Saturday worldwide on 
“Hit 94" and “Mega 88”, 
receiving calls from The 
Netherlands, The United 
States, Curagao, all over. 


Our medical colleagues 
have shown us that when 
physicians work together 
the real winners are our pa¬ 
tients. Thanks to our local 
importers of healthy, natu¬ 
ral supplements and safe 
healthy praducts wha strive 
ta provide to our com¬ 
munity with the healing 
tools. Thank you for taking 
a chance and believing 
there cauld be a better so- 
lutian. 

The third candle is 
for you my readers. Your 
comments and encour¬ 
agement are a strong mo¬ 
tivation to this column. The 
fourth are far aur radia pro¬ 
gram listeners. Your calls, 
comments, and questions 
are invaluable. In fact, my 
teachers are those of you 
who as patients, read¬ 
ers, and radia listeners ask 
questians, telling me what I 
have yet not told you and 
teaching me what needs 
to be explained. Thank 
yau. 

Our fifth candle 
that is placed in the cen¬ 
ter of the wreath is there 
as gratitude for my two 
sons coming into our lives; 
for Phyllis encouraging 
me to press on with what 
I believe; far aur assistant 
Amy, and for my friends, 
whom I can count on one 
hand and who believe 
strongly in our message. 
Thank yau for believing. 

Get The Point! One 
of my heroes, Mahatma 
Gandhi said: “The great¬ 
est power in the world is 


that of the Soul. Peace is its 
highest expression. Peace 
requires one first be brave 
enough to love another; 
to tolerate another and to 
trust another." What a re¬ 
lief when the days begin ta 
lengthen again; that I am 
able just as our forefathers 
battled cold and darkness 
with lights and fires, so we 
today battle spiritual dark¬ 
ness with infarmation and 
education. May you and 
yaur family have a safe 
Holiday and may all of you 
ring in the New Year with a 
resolution for better health. 

CARLOS VIANA, 
Ph. D. is an Oriental Medi¬ 
cal Dactar (O.M.D.) hav¬ 
ing studied in Shanghai, 
China; a Board Cert. Clini¬ 
cal Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
a fellow member of the 
Board Certified Assaciation 
af Addiction Professionals 
(C.Ad.), the Chairperson of 
the Latin American Com¬ 
mittee of the International 
Academy at Oral Medicine 
and Toxicolagy (lAOMT), a 
Rejuvenating Cell Therapist 
and specializes in Anti-Ag¬ 
ing Medicine, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA NATU¬ 
RAL HEALING CENTER NV, 
Kibaima 7, Aruba, TEL: 585- 
1270 FAX: 585-4789, Web 
Sight: www.vianaheal.com 


GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH: 
Gift Certificates and Or¬ 
ganic Products available 
at Viana Center. □ 
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Why are toys selling out? Might be mommy blog buzz 



In this Nov. 27, 2009 file photo, Zhu Zhu Pets are quickly claimed 
at Toys “R” Us by holiday shoppers in Camp Hill, Pa. Cepia LLC 
was relatively unknown until mommy bloggers made its robotic 
Zhu Zhu pets a hit in 2009. 

Associated Press 


By MAE ANDERSON 

Emily Vanek is not buying 
up a bunch of LeopPod Ex¬ 
plorers herself, but she may 
be of least partly to blame 
for some stores selling out 
of the $99 children’s tablet 
this holiday season. 

“The LeapPad is incred¬ 
ible," the Denver mother 
of three boys wrote to the 
6,000 readers of her Colo- 
radoMoms.com blog. “Not 
only do kids get to have a 
toy resembling their par¬ 
ents’ tablet, it’s durable 
and my favorite part?! It’s 
not just mindless games 
they are playing.” 

These days, mommy blog¬ 
gers don’t just gab about 
spilled milk and poopy 
diapers. In fact, they’ve 
become so influential in 
the $22 billion toy market 
that toy makers go to great 
lengths to get their seal of 
approval. Their thumbs-up 
is particularly important dur¬ 
ing the holiday shopping 
season when toy makers 
hope to create the next hit 
toy. It’s a major shift for toy 
companies, which have 
always given out samples 
of new dolls, games and 
other playthings to drive 
sales. Five years ago, they 
handed out 98 percent of 
those products to TV sta¬ 
tions, newspapers and 
magazines. But today, as 
much as 70 percent go to 
bloggers. Mattel Inc., the 
world’s largest toy com¬ 
pany, has a database of 
about 400 mommy blog¬ 
gers and their location, in¬ 
terests and the children’s 
ages. Canadian toy maker 
Spin Master, which makes 
the trading card game Re- 
dakai, hired a dedicated 
staffer whose only job is to 
reach out to mommy blog¬ 
gers. And small toy maker 
Cepia Inc., which makes 
robotic Zhu Zhu pets, gets 
feedback from mommy 
bloggers before its toys hit 


shelves. It’s hard for toy 
makers to ignore the mon¬ 
strous number of mommy 
bloggers. Nationwide, 
there are about 4 million or 
so mommy bloggers who 
influence millions of other 
parents around the world. 
“Mommy bloggers started 
because they wanted to 
share things about a new 
baby, but the most influ¬ 
ential ones got into social 
media and realized they 
could make a difference,” 
says Maria Bailey, whose 
BSM Media firm helps com¬ 
panies pick mommy blog¬ 
gers with the most reach on 
the Twitter and Facebook 
social media websites. 
“Sometimes that differ¬ 
ence is as simple as direct¬ 
ing a mom to a toy that will 
save money.” 


That’s why when LeapFrog 
Enterprises wanted to roll 
out its LeapPad Explorer 
kid-size tablet, it reached 
out to 200 of the top mom¬ 
my bloggers. The goal? To 
get them to generate buzz 
for the tablet by throwing 
“mommy parties." 

The Emeryville, Calif.-based 
company sent each blog¬ 
ger a kit that included a Le¬ 
apPad, a game for it and 
coupons. LeapFrog also 
sent tips on how many 
people to invite (about 
5 adults and 15 kids) and 
suggested recipes (ice 
cream sundaes). For blog¬ 
gers like Vanek, the Den¬ 
ver mom who bills herself 
as the “go-to answer for all 
things mom and kids in Col¬ 
orado,” it was a chance to 
be a hero of sorts to other 


parents and their kids. 

“It not only lets my own 
children get to try out the 
newest/hottest toys, it al¬ 
lows them to share them 
with their friends,” she says. 


“It allows me to get to have 
my own friends over for 
something better than a 
Tupperware party where 
I’m doing a hard sales 
pitch.”a 



Come and spend Christmas with us 


Call for reservation 586 4466 


TheWestin 

RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 

























Wednesday, December 21, 2011 


i^lBUSINESS 






Ch ampagne B ru n ch 
Sunset Cruise 
Sail & Snorke] 


Beach & Cave Tour 
Wel'n Wild-JeepTour 


EvftfliL H jiftlii Ifw iMhiH^i, hHfe iflsart.^MinjLri^bkt 

ii#*^ mEci«JfUhfflMP Lsblqi, Cmm Ow -fir^ ib^Kh ntwi[ 


Stocks soar on Europe hopes, strong housing starts 



Specialist Jennifer Klesaris and trader Gregory Rowe work 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Tuesday, Dec. 
20, 2011. Stocks are surging after the opening bell following 
encouraging signs out of Europe and a jump in apartment 
building in the U.S. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Encour¬ 
aging signs out of Europe 
and a surprisingly strong 
report on the U.S. hous¬ 
ing market drove the Dow 
Jones industrial average up 
more than 300 points Tues¬ 
day. It was the best day for 
stocks this month. 

The Dow gained 337.32 
points, or 2.9 percent to 
close at 12,103.58. It lost 100 
points the day before. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index gained 35.95 points, 
or 3 percent, to 1,241.30. 
Only six stocks in the index 
fell. The Nasdaq composite 
index rose 80.59, or 3.2 per¬ 
cent, to 2,603.73. 

The Spanish government 
pulled off a successful 
debt auction and gauges 


of business and consumer 
confidence in Germany 
rose unexpectedly. Both 
helped ease worries about 
Europe’s debt crisis. The 
dollar fell against the euro 
and U.S. government bond 
prices dropped as traders 
shifted money out of the 
safest assets. 

Borrowing costs for the 
Spanish government 

plunged at an auction 
of short-term debt, a sign 
that investors are becom¬ 
ing more confident in the 
country’s ability to pay. 
“Spain has plenty of prob¬ 
lems, large debts and 
budget deficits," said Sam 
Stovall, chief equity strate¬ 
gist at S&P Capital IQ. “So 
when we see debt auctions 
go much better than ex¬ 
pected it’s very encourag¬ 


ing.” 

Spain’s government raised 
€5.6 billion ($7.3 billion), 
much more than its goal 


of €4.5 billion. Investors de¬ 
manded an interest rate of 
only 1.74 percent to lend to 
Spain for three months, a 


steep fall from the 5.1 per¬ 
cent at an auction in No¬ 
vember. 

Europe’s major stock mar¬ 
kets also climbed. Ger¬ 
many’s DAX soared 3.1 
percent. France’s CAC-40 
jumped 2.7 percent. 

The gains in the U.S. market 
held on Tuesday afternoon 
even after the U.S. House 
of Representatives reject¬ 
ed a plan to extend a cut 
in Social Security taxes. Un¬ 
employment benefits for 
2 million people are also 
at risk. A Federal Reserve 
proposal for stricter rules on 
larger banks didn’t knock 
down JPMorgan Chase, 
Citigroup and other big 
bank stocks. JPMorgan 
Chase & Co. gained 4.9 
percent. Citigroup added 
4.6 percent.^ 
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Nike profit up 3 percent in 2Q 


SARAH SKIDMORE 
AP Business Writer 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

Nike Inc.’s second-quarter 
profit rose 3 percent as 
strong demand and higher 
prices for its shoes, clothes 
and gear offset increased 
costs. Nike and other con¬ 
sumer product companies 
have been coping for some 
time with higher costs for 
materials, labor and freight. 
But while others have strug¬ 
gled to regain their footing 
in the weak U.S. economy, 
the world’s largest athletic 
shoe and clothing com¬ 
pany has been able to 
increase sales and raise 
prices without consumer 
backlash. 

“We’re able to accomplish 
this by staying focused on 
what we do best — de¬ 
liver innovative products 


and experiences that serve 
athletes, inspire consum¬ 
ers and reward our share¬ 
holders,” said Mark Parker, 
Nike’sCEO. 

The company, based in 
Oregon, reported Tuesday 
that it earned $469 mil¬ 
lion, or $1 per share, for the 
quarter that ended Nov. 
30. That’s up from $457 mil¬ 
lion, or 94 cents per share, 
in the same quarter last 
year. Nike’s total revenue 
increased 18 percent to 
$5.73 billion as it sold more 
of its branded products in 
nearly every market around 
the globe. The quarter beat 
analysts’ expectations for 
the quarter of 97 cents per 
share on revenue of $5.63 
billion, according to Fact- 
Set. During the quarter, 
some of its most popular 
lines were in basketball and 


running, with Nike noting 
that it hasn’t seen this much 
energy around running 
since the original boom in 
the sport during the 1970s. 
Additionally, strong sales 
at Converse more than off¬ 
set lower revenue from the 
Nike Golf, Cole Haan, Hur¬ 
ley and Umbro brands. 

Nike leaders expressed 
confidence in the com¬ 
pany’s future sales growth 
as the NBA season resumes 
and it prepares to launch 
a number of new products 
in anticipation of major 
athletic events such as the 
summer Olympics. 

As an indication of what is 
ahead, Nike disclosed that 
orders for items that were 
scheduled to be delivered 
between December and 
April rose 13 percent by 
comparison to the same 


Europe fights to save cap-and-trade as crisis hits 


GABRIELE STEINHAUSER 
AP Business Writer 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Europe’s 
main weapon in the battle 
against climate change is 
now fighting for its own sur¬ 
vival. 

In early January, investors 
in the continent’s cap-and- 
trade system still had to pay 
some €14 ($18.30) for the 
right to emit one ton of car¬ 
bon dioxide into the air. By 
last week, the price of one 
emission allowance had 
tumbled to a meager €6.41 
— making it much cheap¬ 
er to pollute and slashing 
the financial incentives for 
companies to invest in low- 
carbon technologies. 
Analysts warn that the pros¬ 
pect of another recession 
in the debt-ridden conti¬ 
nent, and the accompa¬ 
nying decline in emissions, 
could push prices below €2 
by the end of next month. 
The troubles in the carbon 
market, a system being 
watched closely from Cali¬ 
fornia to China, is linked 
to the struggles of Europe’ 
other ambitious project, 
the euro. And just as finan¬ 
cial investors have looked 
to the European Central 
Bank to save the currency 
through massive interven¬ 
tion in the bond markets, 
analysts say the emissions 
market may need similar 
centralized help. 

Last week, 19 companies. 


including oil giant Royal 
Dutch Shell PLC, Philips 
Electronics NV and super¬ 
market chain Tesco PLC, 
sent a letter to the Euro¬ 
pean Commission urging 
it to reduce the number of 
emission allowances in the 
system and figure out how 


to protect the market from 
future economic shocks. 
“The lower price is really 
undermining the develop¬ 
ment of technologies that 
will be needed in the de¬ 
cades to come,” said Da¬ 
vid Hone, Shell’s climate 
change adviser.Q 
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period last year. Investors 
keep a close eye on this 
measure as an indicator 
of demand for the com¬ 
ing period. Going forward, 
some of Nike’s costs are 
beginning to ease up. But 
the company said that 
won’t make a difference 
to its bottom line for sev¬ 
eral quarters. Nike plans to 
raise prices further this year 
to help relieve some of its 
margin pressures. The com¬ 
pany did not disclose how 
much it will increase prices 


but said the hikes would 
be larger than those put in 
place during the past year. 
As a result of these price 
hikes and a seemingly end¬ 
less appetite for its prod¬ 
ucts, the company expects 
its gross margin declines to 
narrow over the balance of 
the year. 

Nike’s shares rose 25 cents 
to close at $93.63 in regular 
trading. Shares rose $2.37, 
or more than 2 percent, to 
$96.00 in after-hours trading 
on the news. a 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ '2/21 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Sandal part 
6 Loud sound of 
a hard impact 
10 Destiny 

14 Fragrance 

15 Possess 

16 Grass 

17 Men and boys 

18 Thingamajig 

19 Dry as a desert 

20 Ghosts 
22 “Scram!” 

24 Ship’s frame 

25 Well-educated 

26 Loose waist- 
length jacket 

29 Vital artery 

30 Subject for 
Freud 

31 Heroic tales 
33 Bite between 

meals 

37 Goes astray 
39 Penetrate 

41 Loyal 

42 Disgusted 
44 Mexico’s 

dollars 

46 Weep 

47 Arrogant 
49 Pops 

51 Harmonious 
relationship 

54 Parisian mom 

55 Unwilling 

56 Argued about 

60 Commanded 

61 Incite; urge on 

63 Dwelling 

64 Slant; personal 
judgment 

65 Chances 

66 Twilled fabric 

67 Misfortunes 

68 Robin’s home 

69 Contemptuous 
look 

DOWN 

1 Houston and 
Donaldson 

2 Ensnare 

3 Acting part 

4 Oscar-winning 
actor Don _ 

5 Grazing land 

6 Spin rapidly 


7 Bowlers and 
sombreros 

8 Pennsylvania 
or Fifth: abbr. 

9 Church _; 
parishioner 

10 Glaringly 
offensive 

11 Producer _ 
Spelling 

12 Strong string 

13 Discontinued 
21 Run and wed 
23 Gobbles up 

25 Is defeated 

26 Red meat 

27 Meanie 

28 Actor Jack _ 

29 Went on stage 
32 One’s two 

cents’worth 

34 Rainbows 

35 Rudely brief 

36 Door openers 
38 Squelch 

40 Terry cloth 
wraparounds 
43 _ and cons 
45 Go beyond 


All Rights Reserved. 

48 Neighbor of 
California 

50 Corned beef 
sandwich 

51 Synagogue 
leader 

52 To no _; 
fruitlessly 

53 Ride a bike 


54 In the _ of; 
surrounded by 

56 Root beer 
brand 

57 Ripped 

58 Border 

59 Forest animal 
62 on a 

Grecian Urn” 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Small plane 
crashes on 
New Jersey 
interstate, 
killing 5 

MATT FLEGENHEIMER 
© 2011 New York Times 

A single-engine plane on 
its way to Atlanta spun out 
ot control over northern 
New Jersey and crashed 
on o busy interstate Tues¬ 
day morning, killing all five 
people aboard, two invest¬ 
ment bankers and the wife 
and two children of one of 
the men. 

No one on the ground was 
injured, the authorities said, 
although the plane, which 
crashed on Interstate 
287A in Harding Township, 
almost hit o southbound 
pickup. 

A dog aboard the plane 
also was killed. They did 
not officially identify the 
victims, but Greenhill & 
Co., on investment bonk 
based in New York, said 
it believed that two of its 
managing directors, Jef¬ 
frey F. Buckolew, 45, and 
Rakesh Chowlo, 36, were 
aboard the plane, os were 
Buckolew’s wife, Corinne, 
and their son Jackson and 
their daughter Meriwether. 
Buckolew is a pilot and 
owned the plane, accord¬ 
ing to Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration records. 

The single-engine plane, 
a Socota TBM-700, left 
Teterboro Airport at 9:51 
a.m., bound for DeKolb- 
Peochtree Airport near At¬ 
lanta. □ 
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Salina Cerca 23 -G 

Brand new listing on walking 
distance of the Caribbean Sea 
and very close to the major 
shopping malls in Aruba. 

This 2-story family home is 
built on 657 m^of land and is 
well maintained. 

This property comes with: 

3 bedrooms, lots of privacy, 
panoramic views, 100 % fencing, 
alarmsystem, swimmingpool, 
nicely landscaped garden, 
garage & much more. 
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2 Earth-size planets spotted around distant star 


MALCOLM RIHER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Scien¬ 
tists have tound two Earth¬ 
sized planets orbiting a star 
outside the solar system, an 
encouraging sign for pros¬ 
pects of finding life else¬ 
where. The discovery shows 
that such planets exist and 


that they can be detect¬ 
ed, said Francois Fressin of 
the Flarvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics. 
They’re the smallest plan¬ 
ets found so far that orbit a 
star resembling our sun. 
Scientists are seeking Earth¬ 
sized planets as potential 
homes for extraterrestrial 
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This illustration provided by the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics shows artist’s renderings of planets Kepler-20e 
and Kepler-20f compared with Venus and the Earth. 

Associated Press 

life, said Fressin, who reports planet’s diameter is only 3 
the new findings in a paper percent larger than Earth’s, 
published online Tuesday while the other’s diameter 
by the journal Nature. One is about nine-tenths that of 
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Earth. They appear to be 
rocky, like our planet. But 
they are too hot to contain 
life as we know it, with cal¬ 
culated temperatures of 
about 1,400 degrees and 
800 degrees Fahrenheit he 
said. 

Any life found on another 
plant may not be intelli¬ 
gent; it could be bacteria 
or mold or some completely 
unknown form. Since it was 
launched in 2009, NASA’s 
planet-hunting Kepler tele¬ 
scope has found evidence 
of dozens of possible Earth¬ 
sized planets. But Fressin’s 
report is the first to provide 
confirmation, said Alan Boss 
of the Carnegie Institution 
for Science in Washington. 
He’s a member of the Ke¬ 
pler science team but not 
an author of the paper. 

The researchers ruled out o 
possible alternative expla¬ 
nation for the signals that 
initially indicated the plan¬ 
ets were orbiting the star 
Kepler-20. 

The star is 950 light-years 
from Earth in the direction 
of the constellation Lyra. 
The planets are called Ke- 
pler-20e and Kepler-20f. 
Earlier this month, scientists 
said they’d found a planet 
around another distant star 
with a life-friendly surface 
temperature of about 72 
degrees. 

But it was too big to sug¬ 
gest life on its surface. At 
2.4 times the size of Earth, it 
could be more like the gas- 
and-liquid Neptune with 
only a rocky core and most¬ 
ly ocean, scientists said.Q 
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Bon Jovi: ‘Heaven looks 
a lot like New Jersey’ 


RED BANK, New Jersey (AP) 

— Jon Bon Jovi wonts fans 
to know he’s not dead, 
and he has pasted a phota 
praving it. 

False reports of the New 
Jersey-born musician’s 


death spread online after a 
fake news release surfaced 
an social media sites. 

Ban Jovi is shown in a pic¬ 
ture on his Facebook page 
holding a sign that reads, 
“Heaven looks a lot like 


New Jersey.” Below that is 
scrawled Manday’s date. 
Bon Jovi was performing at 
a charity concert that night. 
His publicist ccnfirmed Ban 
Jovi was alive and well and 
playing the show.Q 


Gerard Butler rescued 
at big-wave surfing spot 


This Monday, Dec. 19, 2011 image reiease by David Berg¬ 
man / PSG shows musician Jon Bon Jovi hoiding a sign 
from his home in Red Bank, N.J. 

Associated Press 


HALF MOON BAY, Caiifornia 
(AP) — Gerard Butler is OK 
after being rescued from 
a treacherous California 
surf break known for stories- 
high waves. 

The 42-year-old star of “Of 
Men and Mavericks” was 
held underwater Sunday 
afternoan when a set at 
waves railed in. He was 
washed thraugh same 
rocks while tethered to his 
surfboard. A safety patrol¬ 
man on a Jet Ski swooped 
in and picked him up. 
Competitive surfer Zach 
Wormhoudt told The San 
Mateo County Times news¬ 
paper that the actor was 
shaken up but net seriausly 
injured. Butler was taken by 
ambulance to a hospital 
far examination and later 


released. 

“Of Men and Mavericks” is 
about surfer Jay Moriarty, 
who died in a free-diving 
accident in 2001 when he 
was 23. 

Butler’s publicist Rupert 
Fcwler didn’t immediately 
respand to an email mes¬ 
sage sent Tuesday. 
Wormhaudt said Butler had 
nat surfed much before the 
movie but had made an 
effort to improve his skills for 
the film. 

“Everything he was doing 
was within reason,” Worm¬ 
houdt said. “We took, like, 
four to five pretty big waves 
on the head. Basically 
there’s nathing yau can do. 
“It was intense far myself, 
and I’ve been thraugh a lat 
out there.”□ 



In this Dec. 15, 2011 file 
photo, actor Gerard But¬ 
ler announces nomina¬ 
tions for the 69th Annual 
Golden Globe Awards in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. Butler 
is OK after being rescued 
during filming for a movie 
at Mavericks, a treacher¬ 
ous Northern California surf 
break known for stories- 
high waves. 

Associated Press 


‘Idol’ runner-up Archuleta 
to serve Mormon mission 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 

“American Idol” runner-up 
David Archuleta will take 
a break tram his singing 
career ta serve a two-year 
praselytizing missian for The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

The cantestant from the 
2007-2008 season made 
the announcement during 
a Christmas concert Mon¬ 
day in downtown Salt Lake 
City, according to KSL. 
com. The 20-year-old Mi¬ 
ami native, wha grew up in 
Utah, said he’s nat quitting 
music, but feels a strong 
call to serve the church. 

A video of the concert 
on Archuleta’s website 
shows him overwhelmed 
with emotion and crying as 
he talks about his plans. The 



In this Nov. 11, 2008 file 
photo former “American 
Idol” contestant David Ar¬ 
chuleta appears at the MTV 
Times Square Studios in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


crowd screams wildly with 
the news and gives him a 
standing ovation. “It’s not 
because someone told me 
that I’m supposed to do it, 
and not because I no lon¬ 
ger want to do music, but 
because it’s the feeling that 
I’ve felt I need to do this 
with my life,” Archuleta told 
the crowd. Archuleta was 
16 and one of the young¬ 
est contestants when he 
competed on the seventh 
season of “American Idol.” 
The runner-up has since re¬ 
leased three albums, one 
of which debuted at No. 2 
on the Billboard 200 chart. 
In 2010, he performed with 
the Grammy-winning Mor¬ 
mon Tabernacle choir at 
the group’s annual Christ¬ 
mas concert.^ 
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“I agreed to the traditional 
ebook royalty, which I think 
is criminally low, because I 
didn’t really have any legs 
to stand on. I didn't want 
to get left behind in the eb¬ 
ook revolution,” Chabon 
said recently. 

“When it's comes to royal¬ 
ties on a paper book, that 
rate (25 percent) is com¬ 
pletely fair when you think 
of the expenses a pub¬ 
lisher takes on — the deliv¬ 
ery trucks and the factory 
workers and the distribu¬ 
tion chains. But it’s not fair 
for them to take a roughly 
identical royalty for an eb¬ 
ook that costs them noth¬ 
ing to produce.” 

A spokeswoman for Harp- 
erCollins, Tina Andreodis, 
said that the publisher does 
not “comment on our con¬ 
tracts with our authors.” 
Jane von Mehren, senior 
vice president and pub¬ 
lisher of trade paperbacks 
at the Random House Pub¬ 
lishing Group, declined to 
comment on Chabon’s 
criticism. 

But she did say in a state¬ 
ment that Random House 
was “thrilled” to release 
the e-book and trade pa¬ 
perback of “Kavolier & 
Cloy” in June 2012 and 
“reach all the potential 
readers of Michael Cha- 
bon's Pulitzer Prize-winning 
masterpiece.”□ 


Rebecca Black tops all 
other YouTube videos in ‘11 


NEW YORK (AP) — Rebec¬ 
ca Black's infamous “Fri¬ 
day” video has topped all 
other YouTube videos of 
2011 with 180 million views. 
The Google Inc. video¬ 
sharing site announced its 
most-viewed clips of the 
year Tuesday. 

The 14-year-old Black was 
turned into a viral video 
celebrity after her parents 
paid a production compa¬ 
ny ta make the music video 
for her. “Friday” became 
an unlikely, off-key global 
hit. Because of a legal dis¬ 
pute with Ark Music Fac¬ 
tory, the video has had two 
YouTube incarnations, both 
of which were tabulated in 
the year-end count. 

The second most popular 
video was “Ultimate Dog 
Tease,” in which an awner 
taunts a dag with faad and 
voices its reactions. Third 


Michael Chabon grants 
ebook rights for his work 


CNN’s Piers Morgan rejects 
phone hacking claims 


cause they came out well 
before the electronic era 
and digital editions were 
not mentioned in his con¬ 


tracts. 

Far those books, Chabon 
signed with Open Road 
Integrated Media, a digi¬ 
tal publisher that offers 50 
percent royalties. Chabon 
called the terms “extreme¬ 
ly fair and generous.” 
E-rights to “Kavolier & 
Clay,” published in 2000 
by Random House, and 
such recent HarperCollins 
releases as “The Yiddish 
Policemen's Union” are 
owned by the original pub¬ 
lishers. For those editions, 
Chabon's royalties will be 
around 25 percent, the in¬ 
dustry standard and com¬ 
parable to what publishers 
offer for hardcovers and 
paperbacks. Countless 
writers and agents have 
said the rate for ebooks 
should be raised. 


RAPHAEL G. SAHER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A tense 
and sometimes hostile 
Piers Morgan has refused 
to disclose details about 
the most damning link be¬ 
tween himself and Britain's 
phone hacking scandal 
— his acknowledgment 
that he once listened to a 
phone message left by Paul 
McCartney far his then-wife 
Heather Mills. 

The CNN celebrity inter¬ 
viewer, testifying through 
a video link from the U.S., 
clashed repeatedly Tues¬ 
day with the U.K. panel in¬ 
vestigating media ethics, 
insisting he never took part 
in the illegal phane hack¬ 
ing that has led to the clo¬ 
sure of a Sunday tablaid he 
once edited and the ar¬ 
rests of friends and former 
colleagues. 

The stakes were high for 
Morgan. More than a doz¬ 
en journalists have been 
arrested, senior executives 
with Rupert Murdoch's 
News Corp. media empire 
have lost their jobs, and top 
U.K. police officers have re¬ 


Piers Morgan, host of CNN’s “Piers Morgan Tonight,” leaves the 
CNN building in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011. A tense 
and sometimes hostile Piers Morgan refuses to disclose details 
about the most damning link between himself and Britain's 
phone hacking scandal — his acknowledgment that he listened 
to a phone message left by Paul McCartney for his then-wife 
Heather Mills. 

Associated Press 

was part denial, part apal- 
ogy and a healthy helping 
of “I don’t recall.” 

A key line of questioning 
centered on the comments 
Morgan made in a 2006 ar¬ 
ticle he wrote for the Daily 
Mail tabloid. 

In it, Morgan said he was 
played a phane message 


signed aver their failure ta 
tackle the phone hacking 
scandal. 

His testimony was given 
under oath, and Morgan 
could be subject to crimi¬ 
nal proceedings if he is 
found to have violated any 
British laws. 

Morgan's defense Tuesday 


left by the former Beetle an 
Mills’ answering machine, 
describing it in detail and 
nating that McCartney 
“even sang ‘We Can Wark 
It Out' into the answer 
phone.” 

Mills, who went on to di¬ 
vorce McCartney, has 
charged there was no way 
Morgan could have ob¬ 
tained the message hon¬ 
estly — on allegation that 
could prove embarrassing 
ta CNN, which brought 
the 46-year-old journalist 
on board in January ta re¬ 
place Larry King. 

Morgan stubbornly refused 
Tuesday to go into any de¬ 
tail about the message, 
saying: “I'm not going to 
discuss where I heard it or 
who played it to me.” 
Pressed by inquiry chief 
Lord Justice Brian Levesan 
about whether he could 
provide any evidence to 
substantiate that he had 
obtained the message 
legally, Morgan said he 
could not. 

“I can’t start any trail that 
leads to the identification 
of a source,” he said.Q 


This Nov. 11, 2011 file photo 
shows Rebecca Black as she 
arrives at the premiere of 
“Jack and Jill,” in Los Angeles. 
Associated Press 

was the “Saturday Night 
Live” digital short featuring 
Michael Bolton as a rabid 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” 
fan.Q 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Starting 
this week and cantinuing 
into 2012, virtually all Mi¬ 
chael Chabon novels, sto¬ 
ries and other writings will 
become available as eb¬ 
ooks, news the author looks 
upon with pleasure and 
resignation. 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize 
for “The Amazing Adven¬ 
tures of Kavolier & Clay,” 
Chabon has been a pub¬ 
lished author since 1988, 
long enough to land on 
both sides of the legal and 
financial digital divide. 
Chabon controls e-rights 
to such early works as 
“Wonder Boys” and his ac¬ 
claimed debut novel “The 
Mysteries of Pittsburgh” be¬ 
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Help wanted 



THOMAS L FRIEDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

The historian Walter Russell Mead 
recently noted that after the 1990s 
revolution that collapsed the So¬ 
viet Union, Russians had a saying 
that seems particularly apt today: 
“It’s easier to turn an aquarium 
into fish soup than to turn fish soup 
into an aquarium.” Indeed, from 
Europe to the Middle East, and 
maybe soon even to Russia and 
Asia, a lot of aquariums are being 
turned into fish soup all at once. 
But turning them back into stable 
societies and communities will be 
one of the great challenges of our 
time. We are present again at one 
of those great unravelings - just like 
after World War I, World War II and 
the cold war. But this time there 
was no war. All of these states 
have been pulled down from with¬ 
in - without warning. Why? 

The main driver, I believe, is the 
merger of globalization and the In¬ 
formation Technology revolution. 
Both of them achieved a critical 
mass in the first decade of the 21st 
century that has resulted in the 
democratization - all at once - of 
so many things that neither weak 
states nor weak companies can 
stand up against. We’ve seen the 
democratization of information, 
where everyone is now a publisher; 
the democratization of war-fight¬ 
ing, where individuals became 
superempowered (enough so, in 
the case of al-Qaida, to take on a 
superpower); the democratization 
of innovation, wherein startups us¬ 
ing free open-source software and 
“the cloud” can challenge global 
companies. And, finally, we’ve 
seen what Mark Mykieby, a retired 
Marine colonel and former adviser 
to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, calls “the democratization 
of expectations” - the expecta¬ 
tion that all individuals should be 
able to participate in shaping their 
own career, citizenship and future, 
and not be constricted. 

I’ve been struck by how similar 
the remarks by Russians about 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, 
who just basically reappointed 
himself president, are to those I 
heard from Egyptians about Hosni 
Mubarak, who kept reappointing 
himself president. The Egyptian 
writer Alaa al-Aswany said to me 
that Egyptians resented the idea 
that Mubarak would just hand 
power to his son Gamal as if the 
Egyptian people “were chickens,” 
who could be passed by a leader 
to his son. Last Sunday, a New York 
Times article from Moscow quoted 
the popular, imprisoned Russian 
blogger Aleksei Navalny as saying: 
“We are not cattle or slaves. We 
have voices and votes and the 


power to uphold them.” 

“The days of leading countries or 
companies via a one-way con¬ 
versation are over,” says Dov Se- 
idman, the CEO of LRN and the 
author of the book “How.” “The 
old system of ‘command and 
control’ - using carrots and sticks 
- to exert power over® people is 
fast being replaced by ‘connect 
and collaborate’ - to generate 
power Afhrough people.” Leaders 
and managers cannot just impose 
their will, adds Seidman. “Now you 
have to have a two-way conver¬ 
sation that connects deeply with 
your citizens or customers or em¬ 
ployees.” Netflix had a one-way 
conversation about raising prices 
with its customers, who instantly 
self-organized; some 800,000 bolt¬ 
ed, and the stock plunged. Bank 
of America had a one-way con¬ 
versation about charging a $5 fee 
on debit cards, and its customers 
forced the global bank to reverse 
itself and apologize. Putin thought 
he had power over his people and 
could impose whatever he want¬ 
ed and is now being forced into 
a conversation to justify staying in 
power. Coca-Cola repackaged 
its flagship soft drink in white cans 
for the holidays. But an outcry of 
“blasphemy” from consumers 
forced Coke to switch back from 
white cans to red cans in a week. 
Last year. Gap ditched its new 
logo after a week of online back¬ 
lash by customers. A lot of CEO’s 
will tell you that this shift has taken 
them by surprise, and they are 
finding it hard to adjust to the new 
power relationships with customers 
and employees. “As power shifts 
to individuals,” argues Seidman, 
“leadership itself must shift with 
it - from coercive or motivational 
leadership that uses sticks or car¬ 
rots to extract performance and 
allegiance out @of people to in¬ 
spirational leadership that inspires 
commitment and innovation and 
hope Ain people.” 

The role of the leader now is to 
get the best of what is coming 
up from below and then meld it 
with a vision from above. Are you 
listening, Putin? This kind of lead¬ 
ership is especially critical today, 
odds Seidman, “when people ore 
creating a lot of ‘freedom from’ 
things - freedom from oppres¬ 
sion or whatever system is in their 
way - but hove not yet scaled the 
values and built the institutional 
frameworks that enable ‘freedom 
to’ - freedom to build a career, a 
business or a meaningful life.” 

One con see this vividly in Egypt, 
where the bottom-up democracy 
movement was strong enough to 
oust Mubarak but now faces the 
long, arduous process of building 
new institutions and writing a new 
social contract from a democracy 
coalition that encompass the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood, Christian liberals, 
Muslim liberals, the army and ultra¬ 
conservative Muslim Solofis. 
Getting all those fish bock and 
swimming together in one aquar¬ 
ium will be no small task - one that 
will take a very courageous and 
special leader. Help wanted.□ 



Will China break? 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

Consider the following picture: 
Recent growth has relied on a 
huge construction boom fueled 
by surging real estate prices, and 
exhibiting all the classic signs of a 
bubble. There was rapid growth in 
credit - with much of that growth 
taking place notthrough traditional 
banking but rather through 
unregulated “shadow banking” 
neither subject to government 
supervision nor backed by 
government guarantees. Now the 
bubble is bursting - and there ore 
real reasons to fear financial and 
economic crisis. 

Am I describing Japan at the end 
of the 1980s? Or am I describing 
America in 2007? I could be. But 
right now I’m talking about Chino, 
which is emerging os another 
danger spot in a world economy 
that really, really doesn’t need this 
right now. 

I’ve been reluctant to weigh 
in on the Chinese situation, in 
port because it’s so hard to 
know what’s really happening. 
All economic statistics ore best 
seen os a peculiarly boring form 
of science fiction, but China’s 
numbers ore more fictional than 
most. I’d turn to real Chino experts 
for guidance, but no two experts 
seem to be telling the some story. 
Still, even the official data ore 
troubling - and recent news 
is sufficiently dramatic to ring 
alarm bells. The most striking thing 
about the Chinese economy over 
the post decade was the way 


household consumption, although 
rising, lagged behind overall 
growth. At this point consumer 
spending is only about 35 percent 
of GDP, about half the level in the 
United States. 

So who’s buying the goods and 
services Chino produces? Port 
of the answer is, well, us: As the 
consumer shore of the economy 
declined, Chino increasingly 
relied on trade surpluses to keep 
manufacturing afloat. But the 
bigger story from China’s point of 
view is investment spending, which 
has soared to almost half of GDP. 
The obvious question is, with 
consumer demand relatively 
weak, what motivated all that 
investment? And the answer, 
to on important extent, is that it 
depended on on ever-inflating 
real estate bubble. Real estate 
investment has roughly doubled 
os a shore of GDP since 2000, 
accounting directly for more 
than half of the overall rise in 
investment. And surely much of 
the rest of the increase was from 
firms expanding to sell to the 
burgeoning construction industry. 
Do we actually know that real 
estate was a bubble? It exhibited 
all the signs: not just rising prices, 
but also the kind of speculative 
fever all too familiar from our own 
experiences just a few years bock 
- think coastal Florida. 

And there was another parallel 
with U.S. experience: As credit 
boomed, much of it come not from 
bonks but from on unsupervised, 
unprotected shadow banking 
system. There were huge 
differences in detail: Shadow 
banking American style tended to 
involve prestigious Wall Street firms 
and complex financial instruments, 
while the Chinese version tends to 
run through underground bonks 
and even pawnshops. Yet the 
consequences were similar: In 
Chino os in America a few years 
ago, the financial system may be 
much more vulnerable than data 
on conventional banking reveal. 


Now the bubble is visibly bursting. 
How much damage will it do to 
the Chinese economy - and the 
world? 

Some commentators soy not 
to worry, that Chino has strong, 
smart leaders who will do 
whatever is necessary to cope 
with a downturn. Implied though 
not often stated is the thought 
that Chino con do what it takes 
because it doesn’t hove to worry 
about democratic niceties. 

To me, however, these sound 
like famous lost words. After all, 
I remember very well getting 
similar assurances about Japan 
in the 1980s, where the brilliant 
bureaucrats at the Finance Ministry 
supposedly hod everything under 
control. And later, there were 
assurances that America would 
never, ever, repeat the mistakes 
that led to Japan’s lost decade 
- when we ore, in reality, doing 
even worse than Japan did. 

For what it’s worth, statements 
about economic policy from 
Chinese officials don’t strike me 
os being especially clear-headed. 
In particular, the way Chino has 
been lashing out at foreigners - 
among other things, imposing a 
punitive tariff on imports of U.S.- 
made autos that will do nothing 
to help its economy but will help 
poison trade relations - does not 
sound like a mature government 
that knows what it’s doing. 

And anecdotal evidence suggests 
that while China’s government 
may not be constrained by rule of 
low, it is constrained by pervasive 
corruption, which means that what 
actually happens at the local level 
may bear little resemblance to 
what is ordered in Beijing. 

I hope that I’m being needlessly 
alarmist here. But it’s impossible 
not to be worried: China’s story 
just sounds too much like the 
crock-ups we’ve already seen 
elsewhere. And a world economy 
already suffering from the mess in 
Europe really, really doesn’t need 
a new epicenter of crisis.Q 
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Fresh from a fisherman’s small boat a stew 


DAVID TANIS 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - A jolly fish¬ 
monger is on inspiration. 
Aiex Viilani, weil known to 
Greenmarket shoppers in 
Manhattan and Braokiyn, is 
just that: smiiing, iaughing, 
jaking and incredibiy hard- 
warking. 

“It's hard work, but it’s 
fun,” he said. Rising weil 
before dawn to make the 
long drive from Mattituck 
on eastern Long Island, his 
truck loaded with fresh- 
caught fish and shellfish, 
he and his wife, Stephanie, 
set up their Blue Moon Fish 
stand at several markets 
each week. Their custcmers 
are loyal, and everything 
usually sells out early. Viilani 
mostly fishes solo in his small 
boat. Most of his days are 
spent in watery solitude, 
far from the bustling city, 
so perhaps this accounts 
for his sunny disposition on 
land. But ane suspects he 
is just a happy man regard¬ 
less. 

Sales are brisk and the line 
moves quickly. 

“Got any herring?” asked 
an older gent who wanted 


to pickle some to satisfy a 
memory from childhood. 
“Alex, you get my email 
about the oysters for my 
party?” 

The requests kept coming. 
A pound of bay scallops. 
Pound and a half of scrod. 
Three swordfish steaks. 

The blackbaard annaunces 
what is for sale today: skate, 
flounder, hake, blackfish 
(tautog), cod, clams, mus¬ 
sels, squid, sea bass, striped 
bass, monkfish, razor clams, 
swordfish. You can buy 
whole fish or fillets, and fish 
heads are free far the ask¬ 
ing. There is alsa a variety 
of cured and smoked fish 
products and sametimes 
smoked eel. 

For nearly 25 years the Vil- 
lanis have maintained a 
tradition of braving the ele¬ 
ments and staying open un¬ 
til Christmas Eve, before tak¬ 
ing a well-deserved hiatus 
during the coldest months 
of the year. That way their 
custamers can be assured 
of the opportunity to make 
a seven-fish Italian feast, 
shauld they be sa inclined. 
Or, like Viilani, they can 
just relax with a pile of raw 


oysters. “But don't dawdle, 
I’m closing at 11:30, maybe 
noon,” he said. 

Looking over the spanking- 
fresh assartment, I want 
ta buy everything. Finally I 
choose a few ingredients 
for a hearty fish and shell¬ 
fish stew, goad for a chilly 
winter evening. It will veer 
Mediterranean, with a base 
of leeks and onions, a bit of 
tomato, potatoes, saffron 
and garlic. 

It is a pleasure to buy fish 
right from the source, from 
a smiling fisherman, no less. 
And buying from a small- 
boat operation means get¬ 
ting sustainably caught fish, 
as well as supporting a lo¬ 
cal econamy. Which is also 
something to smile about. 

FISHMONGER’S STEW 
Time: 45 minutes 
1 dozen medium-small 
clams, like littlenecks 
1 pound mussels 
3/4 pound monkfish or oth¬ 
er firm-fleshed white fish, in 
1-inch cubes 

3/4 pound scrod, flounder, 
or other soft-fleshed white 
fish, in 1-inch cubes 
3/4 pound squid, in 1 /2-inch 
rings, plus tentacles 


1/2 pound bay scallops, 
optional 

Salt and pepper 
4 tablespoons olive oil 

2 cups medium-diced on¬ 
ions 

3 cups medium-diced 
leeks, rinsed of grit 

1/2 cup diced canned to¬ 
mato 

2 teaspoons chopped fresh 
thyme leaves, or a few 
thyme sprigs 
1 bay leaf 

Pinch of saffron, about 1/8 
teaspoon 

4 garlic claves, chapped 
1 teaspoan paprika 
Pinch red pepper flakes 

6 cups fish stock, chicken 
broth, or water 
1 pound Yellow Finn or rus¬ 
set potatoes, peeled, in 
1 /2-inch slices 

Garlic-saffron sauce, see 
recipe. 

1. Soak the clams in cold 
water to remove grit and 
sand, then drain. Rinse and 
de-beard the mussels. Put 
the mankfish, scrad, squid 
and bay scallaps (if using) 
in separate small bowls. 
Season the fish lightly with 
salt and pepper. 

2. Heat the olive oil in a 


heavy-bottomed soup pot 
or Dutch oven over me¬ 
dium heat. Add the onions 
and leeks and cook until 
softened, about 5 minutes. 
Add the tomato, thyme, 
bay leaf, saffran, garlic, 
paprika and red pepper 
flakes. Season generously 
with salt and pepper and 
cook, stirring occasionally, 
for another 5 minutes. 

3. Turn the heat to high, 
add the fish stock, chicken 
broth or water, and bring 
to a boil. Taste for salt and 
adjust to taste. Add the 
patataes and reduce the 
heat sa they simmer gently 
until firm-tender, abaut 10 
minutes. (The stew may be 
prepared to this point up to 
2 hours ahead.) 

4. To finish the stew, return 
the heat to a brisk simmer. 
Add the clams and cook till 
they open, 2 to 3 minutes. 
Add the mussels, monkfish 
and scrod and simmer un¬ 
til the mussels open, 2 to 3 
minutes. Add the squid and 
scallops, if using, and coak 
1 minute mare. Turn aft the 
heat, stir in the garlic-saf¬ 
fron sauce. 

Yield: 4 to 6 servings.Q 
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A tenderloin that’s well worth the tending 



A roasted garlic beef tenderloin with orange horseradish sauce 
in New York. Although a beef tenderloin does not take long to 
cook, it must be given lots of attention so as not to overcook. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 


MELISSA CLARK 
© 2011 New York Times 

Roasting a whole beef 
tenderloin can seem like 
the kind of thing that only 
a very accomplished - or 
mildly delusional - cook 
would undertake as the 
centerpiece to a holiday 
meal. Not only is it one of 
the priciest cuts, but it's 
also one of the least forgiv¬ 
ing. Unlike a stew or braise, 
which can linger for hours, 
a roast tenderloin demands 
precision. Pull it out of the 


oven five minutes too late, 
and the formerly ruby rare 
center will have lightened 
into the pale pink of me¬ 
dium or dull gray of over¬ 
done. Still, the allure of beef 
tenderloin pulls hard. When 
properly cooked until the 
surface is seared to a glis¬ 
tening mahogany and the 
center tender and running 
with beefy juices, it is one of 
the most regal, festive and 
just downright delectable 
things a cook could serve. 
And leftover roast beef 


sandwiches - slathered with 
a pungent, creamy horse¬ 
radish sauce that is beyond 
simple to prepare - are rea¬ 
son enough to give the fillet 
a try. The good news about 
roasting a tenderloin is that 
although it needs your at¬ 
tention, it doesn’t need it 
for very long. Beef tender¬ 
loin cooks quickly. You can 
rub it down with salt, garlic 
and herbs and let it rest in 
the fridge avernight - ar 
nat. Even a cauple of hours 
ahead will bring aut its 
deep, mineral, beefy flavor. 
Then you need to sear it 
thoroughly, all over. Take 
your time with this. Drag a 
few holiday guests into the 
kitchen to keep you com¬ 
pany at the stove. Once 
the meat is burnished, it's 
nearly caoked thraugh. 
Just transfer the pan ta the 
oven and let it finish raast- 
ing. Unless you're the sort of 
cook who can press down 
on a piece of meat and 
know when it's done, you 


will need an instant-read 
thermameter. When the 
meat hits yaur target (120 
degrees far rare is mine), 
take it aut at the even 
and let it rest before carv¬ 
ing. Then relax into the rest 
of the evening and bask 
in the oohs and aahs that 
are your reward. You've 
earned them. 

GARLICKY BEEF TENDERLOIN 
WITH ORANGE HORSERAD¬ 
ISH SAUCE 

Time: 40 minutes 
1 (4-paund) beef tender- 
lain, trimmed and tied 
1 tablespoon kosher salt, 
more to taste 

1 teaspoon black pepper, 
more to taste 

1 teaspoon chopped fresh 
rosemary 

1 fat garlic clave, coarsely 
chapped 

2 tablespoons extra virgin 
olive oil 

2 cups creme fraiche 
1 /4 cup white horseradish 
Grated zest of 1 /2 orange. 

1. Season the tenderloin all 


aver with the salt, pepper, 
rosemary and garlic. Caver 
the meat and refrigerate 
far at least two hours and 
preferably overnight. Let it 
come to room temperature 
for 1 hour before roasting. 

2. Heat oven to 450 de¬ 
grees. Wipe off as much 
garlic as possible. (It tends 
to burn.) 3. In a large, oven- 
praaf skillet over high heat, 
heat the oil. Add the meat 
and thoroughly brown all 
aver, 4 to 5 minutes per 
side. (If your skillet isn’t large 
enough, cut the meat in 
half.) 4. Place the skillet on 
the oven’s middle rack and 
roast until an instant-read 
thermometer shows 120 de¬ 
grees (for rare), 10 to 20 min¬ 
utes. Let the meat rest for 
10 minutes before carving. 

5. In a small bowl, whisk the 
creme fraiche, horseradish 
and arange zest. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper 
and serve alongside the 
tenderloin. 

Yield: 8 to 10 servings.Q 
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